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To the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Cambridge, eſpecially to my lo- 
ving Pariſhioners of Trinity, 

, GRacE & PEACE. 


Þ - |S yow-have the Plague of the Body wa- 
'EY— OY. ſting in yoar ſtreets , ſo you are to take 
Fo | notice of a worſer , even the Spiritual 
WW <0 Plague of your Hearts, To this purpoſe 
/8%R | 7 bope this ſhort Diſcourſe may be 
Janney erebare  'which (even when it ſhall leafe 
God to take away the Bodily Diſeaſe) may [t1! be a{e- 
full to you, to guard you againſs the Spiritual , but 
more poiſonous Diſtemper, Tt 1s recorded to the honour 
of neen Eleanor, that when her Royall Hmusband in 
the Holy War was wounded with a poiſoned Knife by a 
deſperate Saracen, the Incomparable Lady ſucked the 
Poiſon out of his Wound. A ſignal inſtance of her Love 
to hims ! Sin, Beloved, is Poiſon : Iwiſh unfeignedly, 7 
could by any holy skill and method, eaſe you of that more 
dangerons Venom at your Hearts : 0 that this Paper 
- might prove 4 Plaiſter todraw it ! 72 is true, I muſt con- 
feſs my ſelf one of the meaneſt and unworthieſt of all thoſe 
Phyſitians and Guides of Souls that are in the Church: F 
may not be able to treat (o ſucceſsfully of this Spiritual 
Diſeaſe as thoſe worthy per ſons, who are of greater pra- 
Riſe and larger experience, But I requeſt you-that when 
' you make tryal of what is here, you would call upon God 
for a. bleſſing; and if you find any good, thank God for 
os | A 2 


zt,. 


oY F%.. 


i, uot me. I will not beg your excuſe, by telling you theſe 
are very flender Priparations for the Preſs';, for T choſe 
rather to haſten.the little Thing, and give it yowasitis, 
then to looſe the opportunity of doing good, by making it 


- better, There i nothing int can render it worthy of the 


publick views but its ſtaſouablent(s, and yuur kind accep- 
tance of it, Many of the DireCtions which you will meet 
with, T gave yon lately in ſome of my Sermons which 7 
Preached ſince the. Hand of - God hath bee heavy upon 
this Town, I muſt tell you, T deſigned not language, but 
living well. 1t 4 z0t required that the Phyſatians Bill be 
curiouſly Peuned, but that the Medicines be there faith- 
fully preſcribed. Befides,a gaudy and flaunting ft;le is no 
ways [uitable t6 theſe Mourntall Times, | 

.  Thave onely thy #0 beg;of you;thet you would be mind- 
Fall of me ether ron of Grace,beſttching the Lord that 
he would cromn my Miniſkery withthe converſion & ſal- 
vation of many [owls, and that he would make mefetl the 
power and influtnce of thoſe ſaving Truths upon my own 
heart which F deliver wwto you, Aud my tarneft Brayer = 
for yau ſhall be, that ye may walk worthy of the'Lord 
untoall plegfing, being fruitful in evetygood work, 
and increafing inthe knowledge of God: that ye may 
approve things that are excellent, that ye may be 
faacere, and without offence, till the day of Chriſt , 
being fled with the fruits of righteoaſnefs, which are 
by Jeſus Chriſt-ugto the glory and praiſe of God, 
The Great and Good Cod mmitiply his Gifts and Graces 


- #pon you : The Godof all bleſſings bleſs you and yours, 


is, Thi «s thetaryeſf 


and keep yew from {19 and lickne 


Prayey of p 
Cambridge Novemb, HAS. " ro 16 :] Nx : : ; 
AAU: P=RE) Towr's in all Chriſtian ſervice 
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i KinGcs $ 38, -: 
—— hich Pet know every man the Plague of his 
own heart, | 


& Heſe words are of Kins Solomoxs prayer, 
which he ed ack Pre > bring of the rk 
P ple : thedriftof the whole is, that God would 
x be pleaſed, whenſoever any judgements and 
calamities befall the 7/-aelites, to hear their requeſts, and 
anſwer their prayers put up in that place, andto remove 
their croſſes, and forgive gheir ſins.. This is the defign 
of the Prayer; and the Lord appeared to Solomon after- Chap. 9. 
wards, aſſuring bim, that he had heard this his ſupplica- Verl. z. 
tion. Here then is a refuge and an eſcape for penitent 
ſinners, againſt Diſtreſſes, Plagues, and Troubles , But 
every Prayer will not prove effecuall ; obſerve therefore 
the Lveral Requiſites fairly intimated in this Holy Ad- 
dreſfe of Solomon, namely, confrſſing of Gods name, con- To 
feſſion of fins, and turning from them ; and then laſtly, the 
prayer and ſupplication miſt be made by thole 7/7 ae!ztes 
which ſhall know- every man the Plague of his own heart. 
1. Take notice of, . Le oy Fo ogy 
ITS _ _ 2. Lament 
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2, Lament and be ſorry for. 
BE OO BF» OT AT EERYT MEI EAFEAGIOSAE +6 
{Every max. Every one, all. perſons of both ſexes, 

ofSiquaies. 

The lagne.] * 7. The ſtroke; the blow that's the 

Originall ſignification, 


' 2. Any great judgement ſent by God for the puniſhing 
of lin, the laſhes;of the Diyine Nemeſis, n 80%.© oe 


eftates or bodies of men. ; _/-. E 
3:- That fipnall froke of God, that Blahe Dei, that 
infe&tious and fatall Diſeaſe which, we call the Sickneſs 
with an Emphaſis. Thus the word imports, but here jt is 
applyed tothe - | * F © 4h 
[Heart.] 7. The ſoul and its faculties, principaHyy 
they received a blow, a foul knock in Adam, and fince 
they are bruiſed daily by our venturing at the breach of 
GodsLaws.: uv 7 -- LP | 
2. The life and praQice, conſequently ; for oxr. of the 
Heart are -the iſſues of Life. © © Mes 
So that as we conſider in the Heartin mansBody, its 
paſſages, apartments, .and ventricles, ſo. here we ma 
vell underſtand, bork' che corrupt principles and evill di 
poſitions of out narures; andthe yauiries and follies.of our 
lives, which ate but rhe emanarions of the former. — -© 
[ His own Heat, The man is to'look into his own 


breaſt, andſce ifhe find any*rokeny there, he muſt live at- 
home, he harh work to do within doors. | 


, x 


Cc th t I mi; ti. preſent you wi h an Obſcryation from 


- 
. E 


 - every word, but my deſignat preſentis onely to take oc- 
| cafion from theſe words to treat of the Plagyte of the Aeart, 


for though (as T have intimared already) the word here 
uſed, doth nor properly and primarily {ignifie the Di/eaſe 
of the Peftilence, yer inthe'\erſe foregoing iris joyned 
with" ('Sickne ) (3arferver Plague, pharſuper jet. 
#9)+ there be] and «® plainly referrs 6 the Peſtilence Or 

laywe EmphacicAly 0 called.' 177 there be Peſtilence'in 
the Land ] "One: Plapnie luggeſſe ' another to, the good 
mihSthoughts :” ahd*Indeed its nod unyſy rehing with p- 
ous perſons, to make even the difeaſes of their bodies, ad- 
miniſter matter of devout meditation for the health of 
Se at : their 
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(31 B90 
- their ſoxls::' there is nothing that they ſee, but itbrings - 
God to their thoughts, there is nothing in Nature, 'no- 
thing in:Providence that they converſe wich; but their 
fan&ified minds "can make ſome' good uſe of: a devout 
Fancy turneth earth into heaven, and all ſecular occur- 
rences into ſomething Divine and Spirituall. Did not our 
Saviour make uſe of Parabolicall ſpeeches to ſlip in to the 
fancies, and prevaile upon the affeQions of his Audirours, 
and-to repreſent to them heavenly matters more forcibly 
- andlively? to this purpoſe ſerve all thoſe excellent Simi- 
litudes and choiſe Metaphors which the Holy Scripture is 
full of; amongſt the latter, that whichI have now pitched | 
upon is no contemptible one. . 

Sin is the diſtemper and ſickneſs of the ſoul; which the 
good Pfalmiſt knew well enough, when he made that Pe- 
tition, Heal my ſoul, for Thave finned againſt thee, Net pgl. 4x. 4. 
ther is Sin any lightand inconſiderable diſtemper : all the 
laws and rules concerning the Leproſie of old, do bur fig- 
nifie to us more plainly the grievous nature offin: the ve- 
ry words and do&rines of vitious men and herericks, are 
compared by S*.Paxlto a Canker or Gangreen : nay, the , Tim. 2.17. 
ſinner isa moſt wretched Lazar, and his ſoul a very Spit- 
tle of diſeaſes, ſickneſſes , ſores and bruiſes, the whole 171i, x. 5. 6. 

ead is fick,, the whole heart faint, from the ſole of the foot , : 
even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it, but wounds, 
and bruiſes, and putrify ing ſerzs. Andthen (asthe fumm 
fall) the finner isan [»fefed perſon, he haththe Plague, 
the worſt of Plagues, the Plagwe of the Heart. It will be 
worth our while, to. ſearch into the nature of th;s deadly 
diſeaſe, to ſhew the reſemblance between: the /piriruall 
and bodily Plagne, and to know the nature of the oxe by 
the othey, RW anos | | 

They agreeas to:their general! Natzze,and may beficly 
expreſſed in the ſame terms; for the beſt maſters of Phyſick 
acquaint us,that the Peſtilence isa dangerous Poiſon which 
corrupts and invenoms the bloud, and taints the ſpirits, 
and ſpoils the agreement and harmony of the parts of 
mans body, And Sin is the Pozſon that ſeizes on our 
ſeals and ſpreads it ſeff into our membersand ſenſes.Of the 
wicked men which imagine miſchief in their hearts, the 
Vie Pſalmitt 
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Plat 140.2,3, Pſalmiſt ſays, Adders poiſons #nder their lips : The: vt | 


James 3,8. 


nom ſoon makes way trom rhe Heart to the lip,: - And: if 
(rording;no SE Fames) The tongue: be' an \utruly evil, 

ful of deadly,poiſon; the Heart is much-more ſo; [Infhorr, 
the leaſt fin 15 rank- poiſon, ir corrupts anddebauches our 
minds,perverts our ſaculties,deſtroyes our goodprinciples, 
it forces even nature it felf, it is violent, and diſagreableto 
reRified reaſon, it is improportionate to our/ſouls, it puts 
all ourof order and due frame, and brings in unſpeakable 
confuſion, Poiſon cannot make greater havock 0n'our 
bodys, then Sin on our immortall ſouls, But becauſe the 
Eſſencesand abſtra& natures of things are hard to find our, 


ve ſhall view it furcher in ics Effects and products, and in 


its Cure too : as Phyſitians ſay, that bytheſe we ſhall cer- 
tainly know what the diſeaſe is, But before we come to 
thoſe, let us ſtay a while and conſider the Original & Cauſes 
of the Spiritual Plagne, orthe way how it ispropagated. 
And in this too, as wellasin the other, ir will appear 
that the Bodily and Ghoſtly diſcaſe reſemble one another. 


' . For, not to.ſpeak here of the primary cauſe of all di- 


ſeaſes, and of the Peſtilence more ſignally (which altbur A- 
theiſts acknowledge to be the hand of God,) norto reckon 
up all other cauſes whichare afligned, many ofwhich are in 
the dark and can ſcarcely be explained, withoura piece of 
old Philoſophy called Occalt vpaliric ; ar 
The two main Naturall and Secundary cauſes of the 


 Peſtilence, may very well intimate unto us the riſe ofthe 


Spirituall Plague , (viz.) Inward corruption, Outward 
infection. | 
I. That originall corruptionand pollution which wede- 
rived from the loyns of our firſt Parents : which rchough 
indeed it may ſeem to be a cauſe of the ſecond rank, yet be- 
cauſe we bring it into the world with us. and it is rivetted ſo 
faſt into the hearts ofthe beſt here on earth, becauſe it is 
ſomething bred within and brought up with us, therefore I 
call it the 7zWard corrnption, and thatwhich anſwers to 
the patrefaition of the humonrs in the body, whichis the 
root of the Peſtilence. And thus there being ſomething 
corrupted within, | "0 Y 
2. *Tis no wonder that thereisan O#tward iufetion & 
Corruption 
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Corruption (the corruption of our wajs)thatis,that wecom- wich 7. z. . 
municate the corruprion unto others, andare again infeted 
by the viions world.” Fof as we experience thatmen by 
lying or fitting with infected perſons, or by keeping ſome- 
thing on which the Mn, rn or by taking in 
unholfome vapours and exhalations with thecommonair, 
have the Plagwe derived unto them, juſt ſo is Sin propa- 
' gated and increaſed: Whileſt we more nearly converſe 
with our wicked neigh bours ,” we participate of that farat{ 
poyſon, which will deſtroy both themand us. Ready 
- "Bur let us paſſe fromthe: Caſes ro the Signs and Sym- 
ptomes of. this Spiritnall Plague, by which I mean all the 
fad attendants and conſequences of the diſeaſe ; and here 
we will ſet downthoſe ſeverall Paſſions, Tokens, and In- 
dications by which men commonly judge of the Bodily 
Plagne. © ered Re gee BELLO | 
Ove firſt with rhe exceſſive Heat and Inflammation 
which attends the diſeaſe: the Sinner is onealwaysin a 
feaver, and therefore that expreſſion of the Evangelicall 
Prophet is worth- our notice, who reproves the Jews for 
inflaming themſelves with Idols;and not onelythe fond wor- Ila, 57. 5. 
ſhiping of Idols, but every finfull paflion and purſuit of luſt 
is Girious and enraged, herce and fiery, and (which is a fad 
truth) theſe flames are but-a prologue to everlaſting burn- 
57s. But as aman ina violent feavour is /ich- and weak, 
and- yet ſo ſtrong: that he is able enough to bear his beſt 
friends, and thoſe that would hold him within his bed, ſo 
fares it-with every ſick ſinner. Which leads me to the /c- 
cond  $1mprtome (which naturally follows from that-exceſ- 
five heat; )namely - | | 25. 
Inordiuate motions, reſtleſſneſſe and nnrulineſſe. And 
bere I might lead you'to the finners chamber ,- draw afide 
the curtains, and let you ſee how he 2mbles and roſſes:you 
may think he ſleeps fourdly , yet you cannot fay he rakes 
his reft. | The witked arebihe the troubled Sea , whin it can- 
net rift; Whoſe Waters: caſt up mire End dirt : there 8s 10 Ifaiah 57: 
prace ; ſaith my God, to the wicked. It is Sin that overturns 4,11 
the courſe of nature, and-raifes tumults both in the world: 
and in thefinners conſcience,and at laſt theſe exorbirances, 
theſe.hot fits, bring the man to'diſtraftion. Which is the 
| as 


third. 


_ 
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Ads 26. 11, 


Jer, FO, 38.- 


Prov, 1. 18. 
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third, Sygptewe ofthe diſcaſe, for fin isa violent madneſs, 


a ftrange .d:traftion of the mind and reaſon, anden aliena- 
ting. =; a man. from himſc f: Inthis Phrentick, fate was 


S:=Paul once,when hepuniſbed and perſecuted many of the 
Saints; you have the confeſſion Fombe own mouth that 
was exceedingly mad againſt thens. And idolatry (whic 
you heard before was an inflammation) is ilanother Pro- 
phets-account no. leſs. then madrefs.Sinthen;is the worſt 
delirium and phrenſie for in this mad humour men abuſeand 
barbarouſly wound. their,own:ſouls, which the Wiſe :man 
knew: well when: he. ſaid of Gnners (they lay mait for their 
own bloud. , they Iurk. privily for their own lives.) And this 
madneſs is long and laſting, (as the ſame Preacher delivers 
it) (the heart of the ſons of men is full of evil; and madneſs 
3s 1n their heart while, they live.) 1 mightadd another 
Symptome near of kin'to this, which ſometimes atrendsthe 
Bodily Plague, but always the Spiricuall, I meana ſtrange 
vertigo and meagrim which every wicked manis troubled 
with, elſe he would not ftagger {o ſhamefully as hedoth, 


- and decline. his.duty, Fg raſh into eyil,. company, 


and ſuffer himſelf to be akex fromthe truth., and (as the 
Apoſtle phraſes it) [be carried aboxt, with every wind of de- 
Arine.] Again look as whea the Poyſon hath ſeized on 
the whole maſs of bloud and got poſſeſſion of the hearr, 
the uſuall. and equall mixture-of the; bloud is ſpoiled, and 
thence followeth a. coagulation and ſtagnation of the ſpi- 
rits: ſo isitinthe Spiritzall Plagne, whichimakes the fin- 
ner celdand dull, benummed, and indiſpoſed to every ver- 
tuous ation ; his hearclike Naballs, dyes within kim,” an] 
be becomes as a ſtone, The Holy Spirit is (tifled,;, then it is 
no wonderthatthe man grows Kupid , .that. bis-pulſe is ſo 
lowand languide ; /woonings and farntixgs are no unuſual] 
things anthe Plays, ©if i 7 lt ooo bots bh 3 

But then.in the next place, the bloud beingpurrified and 
invenomed,and it's motion retarded, we ſee that boi/es and 


ſwellings , ſpots and the like tokens diſcoyer themſclves in 


the outward parts. ., And are there not as ſad breaking: ont 
of fin, arethere not fouler b/ewifoes and [poroupon: every 
wicked man?. elſe what mean thoſepalpa e.rifings of luſt 


and-uncleanneſs? What are thoſe ſwelling: and tumours 


of 
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| of pride?:What are thoſe difmiallebaradtercand 'orſer ſort 


of Carbuncles inthe intemperate perfonandcommon drun- 


— kard?* Whar are: thoſe: lamentable.and apparent marks, 


thoſe Hows and b-725/es which oppreſſion and. cruelty are 
the cauſe of ? : Wha: are thoſe curſes andoaths which 1 
bear from the ſwearers month? ſuch breakgng out at the 
lips;-is no good ſign in thepirituall patient, Alaſs| how 
many ways doth a naughry hearc diſcover it ſelf? How ma- 
ny Plagne-ſores doth. the {inner carry about with him ? 
Upon Tat malt follow another effect and . conſequent, 
namely, Fs/thineſs, pollntion, and no-/omneſs : | bur of this 
toarhſome attendant on the Spirityall' Plague, I ſhall ſpeak 


' fome what when Icome to confiderthe cure of its - 


The next ſad companions of the. Plague. (as of moſt ſick- 
neſſes)are augni/o,andecher pain and diſeaſe. Sure Iam they 
are the inſeparable aſſociates ofche Plagse of fir," out of 
the corrupt:onof mans heart 1s ſoon bred the worm of con 
ſcience, Horrour and a certain looking for of judge- 


' ment, a-{ting and tortures, theſe are things that flagitious 


finners know atthe firſt naming: and as wounds and ſores 
do uſually prick and painmoeſtrowards night , ſo when. 
death approaches , the guilty.conſcience finds it's torments 


'>bubled and redoubled upon it. 


T might add another Indication and Symptome , which 
is commonto the Plague with allother fickneſſes,and that 
isa certain vauſeating and refuſing of food, as it muſt needs 
be when the pallare is out of taſte and cannot reliſh, and the 
corrupt matter: hath infeted che tomach. Thus is it with 
a ſick ſinner, he hath loſt his ſpirizzal rafte,and cannot [a- 
wonr the things of God, but in the mean time the ſweersand 
delights of the wicked world ſtrike briskly upor his vitia- 


redpallace, andare rakendown witha huge complacency. 


Bur to fſeavetheſe more common Signs, paſs to ano- 
ther dire& and proper Symtome , which is the Peſftilentials 
walignity and Contagion which ever waitSupon the Plague, 
ic is of that ill nature thar'ir propagatesand derives ic ſelf 
from-one to another; Adam was the firſt that had the 
SpirituallPlague,and he gotit by eating the forbidden fruit; 
and*fince it hath ſadly ſpread anddeſcended from one 
te another.. All fin to this day '« Epidemicalland catch 
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| ſesir ſelf in#largecircle, itruns as inatrain,and doth mif- 


: Rom. 1. 21, 
Jer. 4 22. 


z 13. 4. 2, 


SPE, AE 
»g : 'we' are corrupted-our ſelves, and we corrupt others. 
-" "How many are there that rake a courſeto-damne'them- 


ſelves? bur thar is not- all, they muſt damne'rheir friends 


and neighbours too. This, this 1s rhe-natute of Gn, it difſu- 


chiefonall ſides, it over-runs the whole man, fouland body. 
'- Our-Inward man, that is firſt depraved andinfeRed;. A- 
las!-the brain is faulty ; the und ing blind and dark, 
itis dull to conceive wharis/good and vertuous,butirpur- 
ſues vain,unproficable,and fruitleſs notions,it is ſtuffed with 


carnall reaſonings, fleſhly wiſdome, fond diſputes, 'pride . 


and falſe principles:there is errour.folly,raſhneſs,and unbe- 
lief raigning in the judgement: Fe are vain in our imaging- 
tions , and our fooliſh heart 1s darkned. We are wiſe todo 
evil, but to do good we have no knowledge: 
In theaffections too there is inordinacy., coldneſs and 
inpotency, a loving ofwhat we ſhould hate,anda hacing of 
what we ſhould love. — MeL 
The infection ſeizes alſo on our memories , as Tþucydi- 


' des tells us of ſome perſons who were . infeed in that 


great plague at Arhens , that by reaſon of that ſad diſtem- 
per they forgot themſelves, their friends and all their con- 
cernments. - Moſt certain it is that by the Spiricuall infe- 
ion men forget Godand their:duty, and their memories 
are onely tenacious in holding what is evil,eſpecially vani- 
ties andinjuries. Robe TY | 
* The willlikewiſe receives no litle damage bythe con- 
__ bejng made weak and feeble, and wholly indiſpo- 
ſedro-good, itdraws back at the propoſall of vertue, butis 
reſolute, obſtinate and ſtubbornin the ways of unrighte- 
ouſneſs. The conſcienceis dull and dead, and (as the A- 
poſtle well expreſſes it) 5s ſeared with a hot 5ron , 1t diſchar- 


ges not itis office arighr. either in acquitting or condem- 


ning, but is ſadly inſen{ible, preſumptuous and deſperate. 


I might proceed to ſhew you how all the parts and _ 


members of the body are tainted and infeted , and are 


Rom. 6. 13- 


wnto fin. 


(in the Apoſtles words) inſtruments of anrichteouſneſs 


But I will ſay ſomething of the adherency and pertinacy 


of this Spitituall diſeaſe, the infeRion Ricks cloſe and cleavs 


ro 
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eo our tiature, ic is likethe rating lpror in the wall; the Levir. 14.45, 


wall muſt be pulled down beforeircanbeextirpated. We 
muſt befiriving every day againſt our laſts, burthey will 
not bequirerootedout,the /eproſic of the foxl will not whol- 


Ilyberemovedrill the wall bethrown down, till the houſe: 


be diffolved,evenour hog? of clay. Andas weſeethe Peſti- 
I-nce-lyes {till and dormant for a long time , and then 
- breaks forth more furiouſly, being rouzed (as'it were)from 
fleep,it gets upandſpreads it arms wider,to take in greater 
numbers into it's farall embraces : ſois it oftentimes with 
this Spiriraall diftemper it ſeems to be quelled and conque- 
red , bor ſoon after it regains it's ſtrength and by the ma- 
lice of that evil Spirit it makes freſh aff; 
we are broughr into it's ſubjeQion more then ever, 
Laſtly, That which brings-up the rear'in the-Body of 
fn, is the decay of ftrength, weakneſs, univerſall languor, 


and a ſudden approach of death. For as in the diſeaſe now 


reigning, the ſpirits are ſeized upon, their ſtrength and 
vigour 1s exhauſted -, and fo, conſequently, the' motions 
and funRions of the body are hinderedand deſtroyed, . na- 
ture is debilitated, and the ftrength failes; -ſo doth the 
Infe&ted Sinner grow ficker and weaker, fainter and fee- 
blerevery day, difabled to perform any-offices of Chriſti- 
anity.' And the caſe being thus, death is making it's fatall 
approaches. aswe fee in liffe&ed Perſons, when the poy- 
fon hath fully ſeized on the'throne of life, andir*s retinue, 
the vitall ſpirits, -nothing but death is exſpeced, the 
throbbsar the heart,and the faint and uneven p//es,are but 
asſo many fad ro/les of the Paſſing-Zell.: ſo may youeven 
Ring ont for the ſinner, after ſo many ſad Symptoms that 
T1 have named, it is no wonder that he dyeth,and that being 
dead infin, healfo dyeth eternally. - + 

' The difeaſe 'then being: (in. it ſelf) mortall, let us 
learn from the Cazſes and - Symproms, what may be the 
moſt effeQuall way*to prevent it, and preſerve our ſelves 
- fromit. WL 

In order then to Preventiop and a happy Curt, 

- Labour to know the diſeaſe';: *ristrue here; asin other 
diſtempers,-the perfe& knowledge ofrhemis half the cure. 
Do therefore what thou can{t,”to ſee the odiouſneſs of fin 
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ults upon us, and_ 
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[he]. a 
| in it ſelf, and'how-loathſome-it makes us:inthe: eyes. of 


- - God, who v of purer.epes then to behold iniquity. _All the 
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laws ofold about uncleaneſs, (as I have toid;yow before) 
were deſigged on purpoſe; to expreſsthe pollution of fin., - 
for there is nothing but chxs can-defile us; nothing but zbgs 
can ſeparate us from the favour of God, --The Poets in- 
deed preſent ſome of their Geds obſcene and debauched; 
luſtfull and ympure; but our God, as he is purity it ſelf, - 
ſo nothing can make him-abhorre a creature, but what is 
contrary tot. *Tis fin therefore, and that onely which 
ſains-and 'defiles us, which flurrs and debaſes us,:.in the 
midft of allour riches and honours.! 5. oh 
- Again, Jn order-to the Cure, know that the Spiritaall. 
Plague is the worlt ſort of Plagues:;- all the 'P/agues in- 
flicted 'on Pharaoh, were nothing in compariſon of his 
hardneſ7.0f heart all the boyls and blains, rhe froggs and 
lice, and ſwarms of flies, were not half ſodangerous and. 
II, as the Plague of his beart. For conſider with 
me, that +; | | PN 
+I, Thes ſeizes on the beſt part, the /ovl:of man, which. ' 
was made for God, and bears his Superfcription...  - - 

' 2, This being a Spirituall Plague, is therefore Invws/i- 
b&r,. and hard to bedilcerned ; rh#, rather then the. other;- 
_ may be called the-Peftilence that walketh in darkneſs, it 
deſtroys filently , and this Af4rthering-piece (as they ſay 
of a piece charged with white Powder) goeth'off without 
a Report. Some: ſins: there are, which-like Plants and 
Herbs, have no viſible motion in their growth,: they ad- 
vance by degrees, ſoftly and inſenſibly.,- chough it muſt 
be confeſſed, there are others which-are {o plain and pal- 
pable, written in fo /age a. Charader, that he that runs: 
way read them. Some.perſons indeed there are, | thatare 
ſo fouly Infected, that every one'may ſee, 'that their-ſpor 
25 not the ſpot of Gods Childres+ But there are others, that 
are not ſo much as /#ſpeed, and they may paſs for Clear 
Corps, . let the /pititmal: Searchers be never ſo inquiſitive, 
The Prophet Feremy gives the-reaſon, - | The heart i de- 
ceirfull above all things,” and-aefperately wicked, who can- 
know i#? | The ſcene of vieeis the Heart,which is remote; 
and_therefore to: be-vitious and tobe known to be ſo, are 

two 
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SR. 
ewothings. Thus, thoughinthe [ae Philoſophers ſent; 
The mind. bz more knowable then the body, yet the di/tafes 
of the former,'-are-harder to be: diſcovered then thoſe of 
the latregc0n 3 +2 4 £31 4 vir Sas. 46; 


-45. 32+ Asic deftroys-more fulently, fo more ſuddenly then 


any Bodily Plagne , -it hides it's fatall ſhafts for awhile, but 
then it ſurprites the poor ſinner unawares, and wounds 
himwithout hope of cure. - + LEDeE: 1 

- 47 It picks cloſer;' and ftays lower 7 this is that which 
doth ſo eafily beſet ms ; this is (inthe Apoſtler language) 
Sin that dvels in us, which is hereditaryand.infeparable, 
and (as I have told you already;) is like-that' fror ting le- 
profie, which could not be remaved, withoutdemotlifhing 
of the houſe it ſelf. *Tis-fad to confider, how:invete- 
rate this Plague grows by cuftome and trequent -pra- 


Qtice.. Can the eEthiopian change his shin,' or the Lev Jer. 11121, 


pard his ſpits ? then may ye alſo ao good that arr aecaſtow- 
£d to do evill. ” pes 3624+ FP 
5. It ſpreads forther : it diffuſeth-it's poyſon on all our 
duties, ations, and performances :''the poyſonis inthe 
very fountain, and fo derives it's: hurtfull nature to the 
ſtreams; | ov, like /polluted-+ veſſels, we taint all that is 


| Pouredintous, Fre areal as an wnclean thing, and all onr 11. 64, 6. 


righteouſneſs is as e's raggs. - Our moſt folemn atten- 
dances on God in his Ordinances, our praying, hearing, 
reading, and converſing,” as wellas all our ations in our 
particalar callings; are-more or lefs, touched with-this Tyfe- 
ion, Therefore ' + UM 303 TL Hot 

' 6. Itdeftroys greater numbers; | notunfitly'is fin com- 
pared to leaven, a little whereof leavens the whole lump ; 
Which I take to be' the meaning of thoſe words of the 


Preacher, | One ſinner deſtroyeth much good : ] he isable Ecclefizftes 
to-infet: whole Families and: Towns, if he be notcareful- 9. 18. . 


ly Put .up the Bodily Plague may kill irs thouſands, but 
this it's ten thouſands. -* You have 2 Bi# brought in every 
fortnight, ' to tell you how many dye of the former ; but 


alas, how many fox/severy week periſh by the /arrer # If - 


you had the rotalf of thoſewho are ife#ed and ye of the 
Plague of ſin,not one Pariſh would be found clear, no tot 
one houſe, which had not cauſe to-put upa mote pathetick 
"Ay CE © Prayer, 
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Prayer, then [Lord have: meroy 


Mart. 7.1 3, 


Gen, 6 12, 
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- mercy on #4. } :More ſouls pe- 
riſh then bodies.. The Bill of Afortality runshigh, [Broad 
£ the: Way that leageth: to :deff ruttzon,. aud many: there:be 
which go-in thereat. ] That was a great. Increaſe in the 
days of 'Nezb, hen all:flefs had corrupted'st's. way- up- 
on earth; eitbinIoHa* 3t% 46 #6MÞ-v ie 
' 72. Thisisthe cauſeofallother Plagaes :: the forbidden 
fruit, as if it had been ſtrangely impoſed, ſhattered the 
goodly frame of.our.firt Parents bodies, aud their poſte- 
rity inall ſucceeding ages have fared abundantly the worſe 
for that flofaffarfette 1c 7 ly nn No ahi 
.: But beſides this, :theyaxe indamaged on another ac- 
count, their own ata fins, and the enormities of their 
lives, have ſome ofthem intheir own nature bred diſtems 
pers mm their; bodies, and all-of them have moved Godto 
puniſlichem with ſeverallſorts of diſeaſes, wich the dread- 
tull Peftslence, in a-moreſignall manger,, and with the dire- 
full Plagues of Warz Famine and Scartity, __... - . , 
Thedeſign of allthis, is'to ſtirr thee up whoſoever thou 
art, to conſider well-the, Plagne of thy own Hyart, toun- 
derſitand -how deſtructive it. 1s. to, thee.. There. will be 
greathopes ofthy wellfare, if thou once throgghly knoweft 
thy danger. -.. Doſt thou then deſire to be delivered from 
thy bcdy of fin ?- Is it a body of death unto thee? Is it 
heavy, uneaſie, and. burthenſome:to thee ? *cis a.ſign ic 
begins. to, mortsfie... Art-thou. ſo. ſenſible, of thy fin, that 
thou hateſt it wich a perfeR hatred, , and.even loatheſt thy 
ſelf for the commiſlion of it? Art thou willing to be 
ruled by. the; Spirituall Phyfitians., .and true Lovers of 
Souls, .who adviſe thee to beware of fin, and. call upon 
thee, and-beſeechthee not to. drink. poyſon,. for it will be 
thy death > . 


. -. Ina word,, Art thou ſen{ble of thy ickne(s and malady, 


Noſ. 13.9. 


and haſt.rhow attained co.this piece of knowledge, (name- 
ly) tounderſtand .that they canſft vor care thy [elf ?** Let 
that of the Prophet , or of God. rather, ; by. his mouth 
perſwade, thee. of / the. truth. of., this Apboriſm, Þ 04 ! 
iſrael, ,. thou  haſk, deſtrojed: thy: {if i, hut. in me 15 thy- 

Thus alla let me. add, That delays and demnrrs arg ue 


=... 


ſpeakably dangerous inthis affair.” | Alas, poor-ſouls, ow 
Tk _ for you to ſee 'your Plague, and underſtand 
your miſery , for if you ſtay till death, then indeed will 
youſee it with a witneſs, "Oh! hes the guilty ſoul will 
know what itis to be void of grace and holineſs, bur'it 
will not know how to help and recover it ſelf. So itis, that 
one minutes delay may coſt thee thy life. 

Look out then for a Phyſitian preſently ; Naaman 
when he had the leprofie, repaired to the Prophet. Some 
there are, that nominate a particular Saint, as a proper 
Phyſitian , for every diſtinct diſeaſe: and S* Sebaſtian 
hath the P/agae for his charge belike. Sure it is, that 
there are Quacks and Empricks enough in the world, who 
can palate the diſeaſe, and 5k» over the wound, bur 
know not how'to care either. There are Dofors who 
preſcribe Phyfick , which leavs the Patient as ſick as it 
found him: he is ſick at Heart fill; I, there indeed lies 
the diſtemper, at the Heart : the cure muſt be wroughe 
within, the applications muſt be ſuch:, as are able; not 
onely to ftixt and filence the pain for a while, to mitigate 
and aſſwage the grieved part, but to remove eventhe very 
cauſe of the diſtemper. Wine and merry company, the 
' pleaſures and entertains of the world, their jollities and 
catches may ſing the mans ſorrow aſleep, and flatter his 
diſeaſe for a time ; but heret lateri lethalss arnndo, the 
poyſoned Arrow ſticks faſt in him, and the diſeaſe by ſuch 
methods as this is not eradicated. Thus there are Phy/i- 
tians of no value, miſerable comforters to the ſick ſinner, 
who {( with the Woman in the Goſpel )-may ſpend all he 
hath upon them, and yet be never the better, Butthere 
- iS balm in Gilead, there is a Phyſitian there : Whether 
ſhould we go but unto Chriſt ? he hath the words of eter- 
nal life. but be ſure you be not defective in theſe follow- 
ing things, \''. £5 2o00ks SS] 

1. Have a good opinion of Him :- great hopes may 
- conceived of thy doing well if thou /ikeft thy Phy- 
itian, | 

2. Deſpiſe not the meaneſt advice : if it be but | waſp 
and be clean, ] hearken unto ir. The cheapeſt Medicine may 
be the beſt, But - | OT | 
'G: G 3, If 
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"£341 Boing : 
3. Ific ſhould be chargable, and muſt colt thee pains, ' 
refuſe not the Phyſick upon that account ,. Qr #7 - 
4. If ic ſeem ffrong and bitter, no ways pleaſant and 
roothſome;, take it down thankfully ,- as we: take com- 
70a: Phyſik, and are content to be: ſick, that. we.may 
Swell: 2-715; | ou 2. S 0H ORE YOM 

Thou being thus prepared before-band ,; and anſwering 
affirmatively to that queſtion which our Saviour putto the 
diſeaſed. [;z#%t thou be made whole ? | 1 commend unto 
thee theſe following Prefervatives.aud Antidotes againſt 
the Plague of the Heart., . | PRs 

The firſt is a holy fear of the Spiritual Plagne. Beaffraid 
to offend God. Ffoſeph made uſe of this preſervative, 
when he was ſet upon and aſſaulted by his laſciyious Mi- 
Kreſs, | How can 7 do this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
God? | So true is that of So/ownn, [_ 4 wiſe wan feateth, 
and departeth from exill.] That we may then.avoid the 
infetion of, ſin, let us be working ont onr ſalvation with 
fear and trembling : let us. ſanttifie the Lord 'of Hoſts, and 
let chins. be onr fear, and tet him be our dread'; And let 
Chriſt his Advice to. his Apoſiles prevail here, | Fear not 
them which kzll the body, but are. not able to-kill the ſonl ; 
but rather fear him, which ts able to. deſtroy both ſoul and: 
body in hell. TY Re 1125 

The ſecond rule for preventing the Spirit#all Plague 
is, that we ſhun all ivfe&ed places and perſons, 

1:. All places and dwellings where {in takes up. it's 
abode, and keeps open houſe, for the entertainment of 
all comers. - Such are'thoſe Schoo/s of Vice, Shops of Sin, 
and Nurſeries: of Prophaneſs and Lewdneſs , which ge- 
nerally are erected in every City and great Town, We 
muſt be: carefull. that we 7#ak wot 1m. the counſel of the 
aruyodly, mor ftand'3n the way of finners, mor ſit inthe ſeat 
of the ſ[cornfull, or , in- the chair of Peſtulences:, ( as 
the Seprwagint: render it.) But the places.are_to be- 
andided 1 ; I q 

_2.. For the perſons. ſake. Fou are therefore to reckon 
notofjous ſinners ,. as thoſe that have the Plag e- ſores 
upon, them :/ by- aſſocjating with them, you partake of 
their ſin , your commerce with them draws the infe&ion 
qF-'x te- 
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to your ſelves, Thi is.the. reaſon of S* Paxls counſel 


which he gave bis Epheſians, | Have no fellow/hip with the 
anfruitfull works of darkyeſs.}, And of. Solomons debor- 


ration, Exter not into the path of the wicked , and go not Prov.4.14,15; 


into the way of evill men, avoid it," paſs not by it, turn 


fromit and paſs away.) . And —_ "© proqus he guards 


us apainſtthe frange Woman, as it ſhe (as well as others 
of her wicked profeſſion) were Infefted, [ Remove thy way 
far from her, and come not nigh the door of her hauſe , ] for 


Epheſ.5. 12 


Prov. 5.8. 


(ashe adds) | whoſoever toucheth her, ſhall not be inno- Prov. 6, 29. 


cent.] - The Pſalmfts prattice and reſolution ſhould be 


our pattern, | 7 have not ſat with vain perſons, neither Pfal.26.4,5,6 


will I go in with diſſemblers: I have hated the Congregati- 
ox of eyifl doers, and will not ſit with the Wicked J and it 
follows,u4.7 wil Waſs my bands iy wnocency., and ſo will 

aire Altar, O. Lord. |, The Good man waſhed 
his hands, before he converſed with God; but had he 
come juſt then out of wicked company, he had had much 
morereaſon to have done ſo. -. The Church Story reports, 
that S* Fobw, and Polycarp ( his Scholar) made all the 
haſte they could out of the Bath, when they eſpyed Cerin- 
thas, that Arch-here:ick, to be there, as if they feared 


infection from thevery watey that mans limbs were waſhed 


in, And concerning that Martyr and Diſciple of $* 7ohy, 
_ now named) we are told, that it was his uſuall cu- 
to fop bis ears at the wicked [peeches of ſome that 
lived in bis tame. You know who it was, that made a Ce- 
2enant Of Chaſtity with his ezes; and he was a iſe mas 
that wiſheth us ro-make a vow of temperance with the ſame 
ſenſe ;: that is, that we /ook, not on the Wine when it ſpar- 
kles in the Glaſs, This mans Father fell fouly, by a la- 
ſcivious glance upon Zathſeeba , and therefore, it is likely 
he guarded.that /en/e beter for the future, and he deſires 
God, to Set a Watch over his month, and keep the door of 
+4 tips,' that he might ſhut out 7»feft;on there. We ſhali 
do well to ſtop up all the avenues and ways by which ſin 
uſyallyenters; we muſt not approach. ſo muchas the con- 
fines of Satans Ki:gdom, . we muſt abſtain from all appea- 
.rance of evill, ſhunning the occaſions of fin, and hating even 
the garment ſpotted þy the © c ” 
\ | 2 1 
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Verſ, 5. 


Prov: 28. 23. 
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The third effeQuall Preſervative againſt the infe&#5on of 
fin, is a holy onſideer,  nndauntedneſs , and truſting in 
Ged: For as we fee, that afearfull fancy and imagination, 
melancholly and a dejeRed ſpirit, have: brought diſeaſes 
upon mens bodies, ſois it astrue, that feayf#/lneſv and a 
deſponding ſpirit, have betrayed men to the commiſſion of 
fin. Then therefore we conſult our own welfare, and the 
health of our ſouls, when we confide and rely 'upon 
God. But this muſt be done in the way of duty and 
Prayer. 3 

Tn the next place then, get the Fre of deworion tO air 
yorr houſes, to Warm your hearts, to i»flame your ſouls. 
Obſerve therefore the Connexion of the wat > prefixed 
ro this Diſcourſe, [ 7hich ſoall know every man the'Plag ne 
of his own heart, and firecd forth his hands towards his 
houſe.) While our hands are lifted upin mag es tr 
our ſpirituall enemics cannot prevail. Be ſure then daily 
to uſe this perfume, this incenſe of Prayer, this isan ex- 
cellent remedy againſt the _ 

To this belongs Confeſſion, and an humble acknowledg- 
menr of our finfull ways; by this we may di/gorge our 
ſelves, when our conſciences gripe us, and fin makes us 
fick,; by this we cleanſe and eaſe our ſouls. [hen 7 
kept ſilence, (faith that good King ) my bones Waxed old 
through my roaring all the day long, my m—_— Was turned 
znto the drought of ſummer. Theſe were the'fad effefts of 
his ſinfull filence, and hiding of his fin , but the remedy 
follows, [7 acknowledge my finunto thee, and mine iniqui- 
ty have I not hid. ] Uncover therefore thy folly , and 
make thy breaſt bare before God ; asT have ſeen diſeaſed 
Cripples lying in the midſt of the ſtreets, opening. their 


| bodies, and'ſhewing their grievous: wounds and ſores 


and then by hideous lamentartons, extorcing-charity and 
pitty from beholders. Weread'that Hrz2kzah took a /ump 
of figgs and, laid it on the boy which he had, and fo reco- 
vered. Alaſs | How many are there, that (with our firſt 
Parents ) uſe figg leaves for their Spiritual: ſores and 
Plagues, concealing their faults,. and hiding them, if ir 
were poſſible, from the eyes of God ? But, He that 60- 
wereth hu ſin, ſhall not proſper, as we-ſee- many —_— 
riſhe 
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| riſhed of the Plague, becauſe they would not make 5c 
knows. | - | 
Confeſſion muſt be accompanied with grief, and ſorrow, 
and hatred of fin , ſuch a ſorrow as pricks the very 
heart : ch will break_the boyl, and rake down the ſmelling. 
Beg thena brokenand a contrite heart, and the cure 1s 
half done. | : 
© -Now for to perfet# the p:*k.; the Blood of Feſus, apply-- 
ed by a lively faith, is a ſoveraign rem:dy. Chriſt cruci- 
adi is more effectuallfor the cure of our /pirirual! Mala- 
dies, then that brazen Serpent was of old to the 7/raclires, 
for the healing of thoſe that were bitten and ſtung with 
fiery Serpents. Believe then in th 7eſws, ſtedfaſtly 
look up unto him, for wth hes ſtripes we are healed. The If, 53. 5 
Phyfitians Blood is the onely Medicine for the Spirituall OO 
Patient ;, this alone can waſh out the ſpots of fin, this is 
that fountain opened for fin, and for unclean:ſs. Let us 7c 12, n, 
here cleanſe our pollutedand corrupted natures ; ler that , 
ſun of righteouſneſs ariſe upon us, with healing in his wings, —— 
hiding our fins with his m:r5rs, healing our natures by th 
Sacred Spirit. | 
_ And this muſt be eſeſdeeby Evangelicall Faith, which 
arifies the heart : By this then we are toapply the graci- as. rs. g. 
ak es of the Goſpel, which are made and — _ 
on purpoſe, to cleanſe us from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpi> , 0, 7; 
rit. Nay, theſe are not onely Pargatives to remove 
the corrupt humours: and infe&ious maſs, but they are 
Coruials totefreſh the weak and fainting ſpirits. Here is 
generous wine indeed , when thou goeſt abroad. into the 
world, drink, full dranghts of this next thy. heart, and it. 
will keep thee from the iyfe&ioz of fin.. 
'- And not onely the Promiſes, bur the whole Ford of 
God muſt be made uſe of, as the food and Phyſick of the 
ſoul.; all the Pages of that holy Vo/umnz are like the leaves 
of the Tree of- Life, for the healing of the Nations. Take 
this Book often into thy hand, carry it along with thee, 
read it over, ſtudy and meditate upon it ; Bind it conti- 
nually upon thy heart, and tye it about thy neck_:. When thou. 
goeſt it ſhall lead thee, when thow ſleepeſt it ſhall keep- thee, 
and: When thou awakeſt, it ſhall a_ with-thee.. Here 1s. 
- 4 an 
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an excellent Amwulet to bear about with thee, ir will be 

both a grace and a guard, an ornament and [afety ;:hang 

it alivays therefore at thy h-art, and thou fhalt never do 

| arts. This will diſcover thy ſecret ſins and in-moſt ma- 

Heb 4-12, ladies unto thee;- For the Word of God ts quick and power = 

fall, and ſharper then any two-edged ſword, piercing even to 

the dividing aſſunder of ſoul and ſpirit, and of the joymts 

and marrow , and ts a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents 

ef the heart. Thr , this. will ſearch and lanck-thy con- 

cience , no leſs then three thouſand perſons were pricked 

Adt:2,37 41. tO the hearr, atone thruſt of this ſpiritual ſword, at one in- 

gle Sermon, EY ; | | Br 

My next advice, in order to the cure of this fatall 

Plague of the Soxl is, that we do our endeavour to im- 

prove affliftions ;, for theſe are medicines againſtiin, birrey 

bur wholeſome medicines. Gods judgements on a Land 

on prove good Svdorificks, and make the finner ſweat, 

and the peccanmt hamours Waſte away, and drive ont the ve» 

nom from the heart. Folly ss boand up 5n onr hearts, and 

theſe Rods of CorreFion muſt, - or may fetch it our. Moſt 

ſucceſsful did this ſeverer medicine prove tothe Church, 

Lam 3.15, [ He hath filled tne with bitterneſs, ( faith ſhe ) he hath 

_ Veil. 19, 20, made me drunken with wormwood. ] Anditfollows, f Re- 

21. membring my affiiction and my miſery, the Wormwood and 

the gall , my ſoul hath them ffill 1n remembrance, and « 

humbled in me : this I recall to minde, therefore have I 

hope. ] Oh!  Smef{tothisWwormwoed, and it will provean 

excellent preſervatsve againſt the Plague of Sin. Aﬀictis 

ons are deſigned by God for our amendment, Let that 

defigne take effeRt upon us, let thoſe terrible. Thander- 

claps clear and purifie the ary. As Naturaliſts obſerve, 

that one poiſon is an Antidote againſt another , . So ler 

this grievous Prſtslence which is now upon the Land and 

upon this Town, drive out the Plague of the Heart. Ring- 

'ng of Belts ( they ſay ) is ſome ways ſerviceable to re- 

move the Infe&ion. Oh! let every ſad rol! for our de- 

ceaſed Brethren, put us in minde of our Aforrality, and 
promote the dexth of ſin in-us.. - - ©. 

Laſtly, Keep 4 diet, in order to the preſerving of thy 

Jelf from the Soyls Plague, Too high and ag" 2 

| eeding 


END, £19] | 
feeding increaſeth any diſeaſe in us , ſee that thou be my- 
derare in theuſe of the creatures: Take heed to thy ſelf, Luke. 21. 34. 
leaſt at any time thy heart b: overcharged with ſurfetting, | 
and drankgneſs,' and cares of this life. Indulge nor an in- 
temperate courſe of living, for 4rath. & in the pot which 
is ſet on dy {uxury and wantoneſs. If thou calleſt thy ſelf 
' a Chriſtian, be content to be giered, kept in, and confined 
by the ſtricter rules of the Goſpel. 
. And-now, what ever effe&tthoſe uſuall Aedicines and 
Receipts may have forthe curing of the Bodily Plague, I 
am ſure, theſe that T have named, are approved by Chriſt 
and his Apoftles, that great C _ of Phyſstians ; you 
may take them ſafely, and with confidence ot ſucceſs, and 
I-pray God give a bleſſing unto them. 
” And thus having inſiſted on the Metaphor inthe Texr, 
T ſhall naw treat more at /arge, and deſcend to ſome plain 
Dix: ions for our better behaviour in theſe ſad times, both 
_ inreference to the preſent v3/iarion of the Plagne, and. 
the ſad concomitants of it, poverty and neceſſity. 

And the firſt Dire#ton is this, Be ſenſible of Gods 
Judgments now upon you, and tremble at them. Xxow Jer. 3. 15, 
therefore and ſee, that it is an evill thing and bitter, that 
you have forſaken-the Lord your God. This was the uſe 
which that Holy man made of _ diſmall providences, 

[ My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and ] am affraid o 
thy hm ments :*| por again, | Thox even thox T7 to Z + pp Mm 
feared, | Who knows, but that theſe preſent calamicies _ | 
are prologues and prefages of far worſer ? Certain i is, 
that this is the daty.mcumbenron us at preſent, to ſerve eb, (228,29. 
God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear, ſecing our ; 
God ts a con/nming fire. Here then you are to be called 
upon, to «acknowledge that it iS Gods Hand that is now hea- 
vy upon you. Shad! there be any evillin a City, and the amos, ;. 6 

| [Lord hath not done it ? No ſurely; thereis no evillm tt 0 
great City of this: Nation,. no evill or Plague jn the Coun- 
frey, bur God muſt be. acknowledged the author and 
difpoſer of it. This is the 9 949ey , that divine [uperin- 
zexdency in all our calamities, which Hippocrates ſpeaks 
of; 'and frankly. acknowledgeth'in all diſeaſes. And 
Chriſtians-ſhould much more allow of it, looking beyond 

| | ſecond 
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T3837 | | 
«cond cauſes to the firſt and chief of all. Say not then 
28 ers au of fp farrs and heavenly bodies, or 
the late glaring Comets which appeared, were the cauſes 
of the burning feavers and malignant diftempers, andeven 
of this fatall Peſts/ence, which ſweeps ſo many intotheir 
graves, blamenot this or that. Indeed as Philoſopher 
and Naturaliſts, you are permitted to ſearch into the /c- 
condary and phyſicall cauſes of this dreadfull diſtemper;, 
but as Chriſtians and thoſe that live by higher principles, 
youare firſt ro look #punto God, and then gowy into your 
ſelves, and there behold the Hazd of the Zord ſtretched 
our againſt you. Godis the great Soveraign of the world, 
the wiſe diſpoſer of the Univerſe, who doth what ſeemeth 
good unto him, both in heaven and in earth. If he ſhall 
pleaſe to corre and chaſliſe us, all natural cauſes ſhall 
give way to his providence, which can find us out, though 
we labour to run never ſo far from it. The P/agzecan 
climbe over walls, never ſo high and ſtrongly built, ir 
can come in at-the windows, though they are made never 
ſo faſt; it can make ir*s paſſage through the doors of the 
houſe, though they are never ſo cloſely lockt and bolted. ' 
Labour then to be convinced of this, that there is a God 
that judgeth in the earth, that you are in his hands, and 
that whatever you ſuffer, is by hisdiſpoſall. | 7, ever 7 
am he, and there is no God beſides, I kill, and I make alive; 
1 wound, apd I heal, neither w there any that can deliver out 
of my hand.) | The Lord killeth and maketh alive, he 
ringeth down to the grave and bringeth wp. ] Andit is clear 


- from Davids Choice , that the wo nk is more remark. 


ably the Hand of God. Let me fall now into the Hand of 


- the Lord (faith he) and by Davids Seer it is ſtiled the 


{word of the Lord. The preſent Arrows of the Almight 
are not like that with which 4Abab was wounded, which 
the Story tells us, one ſhot at 4 ventyre : No, chanceand 
mm have nothing to do here. Apollo was fitly feigned 
y the Poet to have ſent the Peſtilence into the Grecian 
Army : no leſs then a God in their Divinity could do it. 
But I paſsto - [nh 
The ſecond Dire#tion; Be more ſenſible of your fins 
then of the.paniſemenrs that are upon you; be more _ 
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Hull ofthe lager of the Heer, then of heeftnr roms: 
goon tharraipns in your ſtreets, be much'more croubled in 


Toar: ſenlr, to have committed a fin agairiſt. God, thento 
Choe pas Gad by him, and'forthe future; chooſe rather 
roi undetgo- any /wfering from men, | then to d;ſhomour 
God.3-Avoid-that which grieves the ' Holy ' Spirit, rather 
chan; what irroables and afflifts thy outward man. How 
timarous'are we and dejeRted, at the thoughts of the 
Tags approaching *near us? We have much more 
xealon-to be fearfulb of fin-which is the ſting of all judg- 
ments. Weare apt t6fit down'and bemoan'our ſelyes at- 
ter this. manner : Alas 1 our condition is very ſad , the 
place we liveiin is Infected, we fee whole Families drop 
away ;\ here Parentsare bereaved of their Children, there 
the: Children ſurvive- their Parents, but-( aſas) are left 
ſhiftleſs:ro:the wide world : op yy are ſhut up, 
and onely ſickneſs and death-are-7emnrts there; Nei 
bours.are affraid of one another, and it is not Trading, 
but poverty and want which bringthiem to the ſight of one 
another ;. How many are bwried, asit were, while they 
ve ?:and when they-are dead, they can hardly'finde any 
one tobefriend them with a Grave. What cryings and 
complainings are there-in our ſtreets? and, if Gods Hand 
ſhauldcontinue onus longer, it will be hard to tell, whe- 
ther ſcarcity or the Sickneſs be the worſt Plagnes. Aﬀer 
this fort dowe bemoan our ſelves under Gods judgments; 
but where is: the man'among ys, that cryes out of his 
fins, his fins ? Where' is the [piritual moxrner that lays 
. zwiquity © his heart, and feels'a thorow remorſe upon 
his minde- for his, rebellion againſt God, for his bidding 
defiance to Heaven, and for his abuſe of Gods mercies ? 
Where is'the man, that beginning-to' be ſenſible of the . 
hardne{s of his heart, ſtrikes upon it, asif he would break. 
it, and drops down penitentiall tears that he might ſoften 
it? Such a man is not eaſily found, ſuch ſeverity on our: 
ſelves is notuſuall. But know this, that nothing is worth 
a_tear;\a.figh, - a groan but $3y, * Turn therefore your 
grief this Way, and your forrow for affi;&ion willnot be ſo 
loud and clamorous. « As Phyſirians ſtop the blood: by 
' revalſion, ſenching i:'s bleeding in oe place, by opening 
WT. "Mi - =, mn 
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- if, wasbut juſt; the! cords ſhopld, be awifed'invo.a Whipito 


tion.of the. Lords Supper, )\ many: are anna; od fiekly 


among. you,. and many ſleep. Sin-isthe root of ſuffering , 


more ſenſible of Mn then;/iekpe/5 or any: other affliftion,; 
by your a:king.the: pardon of fin chiefly. It may beſome= 
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. #hilforghrmes all bis benefits; who forgiveth all thy iniqa- 
Wr,y 2 ; | zs.JGod fri forgina andhen 
heat amdaibe Holy-manns well pleated, with this facred or- 
erunbmertad; my be wouldmave been comented wich 
ehiþapdon of Jw,>though clit 5nfirmicier of bis body bad Rill 
radia.  Thelight of (Gods cquiitenance is: tar, better 
then thEremovall of out: frckneſfes, hisfayour to our fouls 
tranſeends aft worldly caſe:and refreſhment to/our, o#7- 
ward-1an: Aftlictionwill never hurt us {9 long as we can 
pray and believe',! » loing &e:Tnd Tpeaks peace-unto.our 
conſciences.”'- And; ece-itt all our diſireſſes, this 
' ſhould be our-moſtardentrequeſt that God would: pardon 
onrſins, fubdoe our wicked: natures, and; fanRifie-us 
- with -his Spirit, and thea though the Croſs lies heavy on 
our bodiesand makes ourautward max decay , : yet Our 3x- 
ward marſhall feel-joy andcoinfort,” aud ovr light affl;ets- 
one, which are but for umoment,- ſhall work, for us a far 
Wort exceeding -aud tternall weight of Glory. And let me 
- Commend: unto you theſe three ways, whereby you are 
farther ro: diſcover, | that: you! are: tracly ſenſeble of 
your art 161. wa ns, | [2c 3 rh bo loaned oroadls icant 
.'' The firſt is a hawble confeſſion , - hearty bemailing and 
monrnine for your manifold provecations. : That Good 
X#xo uſed this remedy, when the-P/ague was broken our, 
and the deſtrojing Angel gone forth to tmite, {"Lve, have 2 8am.24.17, 
. fnntd- and done Wickedly.] You are all to moutn for the 
crying and raigning fins of this Land, you are to mourn 
for the fins and enormities of thoſe men, 'who have not- - = 
hearts to mourn for themſelves. Thus Aſoſes wasgrieved pyqq, ,1.,o, | 
fadly for the peoples Idolatry, and moſt paſſionately did 213 | 
heinterpoſe in their behalf, Zzz4 and Nehimiah moſt =— 
derpty reſented the fins of their Nation. . You know what 4 
Lamentations: the zyeeping Prophet made , you tead how | 
righteous Lot was vexed with the filthy converſation of the » Pet; 2.7, | 
Wickedi' "And | Rivers of water (faich the P/almiſt). rnn Pl 9.136, 
down mint eyes, becauſe men keep nat thy Law. | This was 
the practice of the 2Mar after Gods own keart ; and that 
great Apoſtle could.not write to his. Philipps.cn5, without 
weeping, when he made mentionofpbe exemies of the Croſs pq , Ig. 
of Chrift. The ways of the wicked grieve God and his Holy + 
= |  "- EB Spirit, 


ther; bb hvalerk all thy dtfenſ; nds 


- then if! ſecret; for that hers” wa 
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Spirit, and ſhall they not grieve every good men?: Mourn 
ſen de and haughtineſs, that 
extortion, cruelty and oppreſſion, that want of brotherly 
love and Chriſtian communion-, chat petzuty.,:couzers . 
age and'deceit, that wantoneſs and unclcanefs, . that diſo- 
bedience and murmuring at our betters;; that coldnefs and 


- formality in our religious addreſtes, that negle&: of the 


James 5. 12. 


Mat..5. 3 4+ 


Ordinances and Inſtitutions of Chriſt, that ſcoffing at Pi- 
ety and true: Devotion; for theſe and many otherabomi- - 
nations which this Land is highly guilry.of,. you are.te 
mourn and weep, "even deſiring ina holy paſſion, to weep 
'your eyes out, as being loathto ſee ſuch. wickedneſs com- 
mitted. And yet Ihave not named a brace of horrid vices, 
which this Land is to anfwer for no leſs then. for: the for- 


- mer; mean,thoſe common ſinsof drankeneſrand ſwearing, 


Asforthe latter, how prodigiouſly dothit increaſe in our * 
days? And whereas S* Zames+hischarge is, [| Above all 
things my brethren ſwean not, ] and our Savioxr bath given 
us the ſame in his excellent Sermon, |; Swear not at all, ]- 
yet are- blaſphemous Oaths ſo common and uſuall, asif 
both thoſe Texts had run thus, [do dothing but ſwear | 
every ſentence with/too many-men is ſet off with an oath, 
Gods great and glorious Name is uſed and; uſurped: in the 
moſt rr5fling and ridiculous matters, nay, it is brought jn- 
to the obſeen:ſt, nay, into the moſt prophaneand irreligi- 
9145 ſpeeches. Gods Name is ſeldom uſed by ſuch wretches' 


in prayer and ſoppliveties hgtye throne of Grace, but in 


bitter curſes and execrations againſt their brechren it. is 
daily abuſed: And is it not juſt with God to viſit thoſe 
wens houſes with the moſt horrid. diſeaſe; who have ſo of- 
ten w#/hed the Plague tg their Children, their neareſt re- 
lations and companions? It muſt needs grieyeevery ggod 
foul, to hear men belch out ſuch bez Rhetorick, Is it 
not ſad, that Chriſtians ſhould, like thoſe cruell Souldi- 
ers, oper Chriſts fide , and.delight.im nothing but. Blood- - 
and Wounds? Sit down- awhile and weigh theſethings 
well, and beſides what Thave ſaid; confider alſo the ge- 
nerall decay of the. prattice' of Religion, which ſhould be 
our chiefeſt Trade; fat is now dead : Conſider the ingrar 
tizude and unfruirfulneſs, and. (which is.ſaddeſt of all) the 
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neratkſeniricy; inconſiderareneſs, andinſenfiblenels of 


eh :people'of the Land, cath you will have matter enough 


_(Burthemroo,' if you ſearchand try your ow# ways and 
lives; i#ndiexamineiyour own 3nguitics, your Proper 
particulasfins,” you will have yer much-more occaſion « 
mourning and this muſt be your task likewiſe, Tou muſt 
know every man the Plag ue of his own heart. Every party 
of men; -] perceive, 'are ready to lay the fault at anothers 
door; they clear themſelves, and would not be thoughr 
to-be:the ptogurers of this' fad Judgment that is now upon 
us ;\ but ler meadviſethee, asthoudeſiteſt pardon of God 
and peace in'thy own conſcience, to look into thy own 
ſou), and grieve for: thoſe fins which thou -eſpieſt chere, 
and-humbly:confels, :that thy iniquities have procured rhis 
Po and heartily endeavour thatthe affliction may 
be ſancified.” Which-brings me tothe /ecod way whereby 
you are to:diſcover, that youare throughty [enſible of fon, 
namelpdy: 1 {25 trot 4, Ga os 

Your care and defire, to have.che. affli&ion [anftified, 
rather then removed, Obsthen let all the calamities thar be- 
fall us, qzickey and exFvenour graces ;; let the rod make us 
take ont our leſſonthe better; ler the weights makethe clock | 


go the faſter, ler the high and bluſftering winds ſpeed' our 


courſe and ſend us /qoxer to our haven ; letthe Rack whicly 
we are upon make us confeſs our faults, andevenextort 


from usa Þodly remorſe :: the greaterthe judgment is, the. 


greater influence let 1t hityve: npon onr hearts and lives... 
A-- greater (temporal; judgment then the. devouring 
Plagne.cannot enter into our quarters; this therefore, if. 
- God ſhall pleaſe to ſay@ifie to us, may more effefFnally ſhew 
vs our fins, and teachus:righteouſneſs; 
' Other diſeaſes. were: but like ſingle ſrot; this iS chain 
foot and [weeps- away whole Famihes ;; or rather; other: 
ficknefſes'were like /maller:Guns of a leſſer bore, but this 
is one of. Heavens Murthtring-pieces , which car: yeth a 
great-Wway, and batters down Whole houſes : the thickeſt 
and'ſfrungeft walls cannot ftand ont _ it, the health-- 
fulleſt conſtitution is no butwark againſt ir,. the art and sþ3{[ 
of the Phyſitias is not able to grapple with it, this .de— 
RL ney "3 vours 
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— they 
voursiby/\bbvle-[ate, otheridiſeaſes bit þy ;pirrvi neal and 
ſmaller: patctls.” This y tiny 'is/2 Fad. male: on-parpoſe 
to ſconrge a wicked Nation, this is more.emmently the 
bales ſtroke of anangry God; and do we: not' fer. how 
many by Fheſe blows\argunade dark andiblews?) An yet 
all this may be for-our: pood, for -ous jeternall.welfar 
the greater the judgmentis, 'the morecarefull tmay;' an 
ſhould make us ro.diſcharge our duty, 'the moreFfearfull 
of ſinning againſt God, and the more humble unger-the 
dueconſideration of Gods wrath and Yiſpleaſure.!: Lee ws 
| learw viadience, as: our: 8/rſſed* Aſaſter did, by the things 

Which we foe. We are \planted by the rivers of Water, 
even of :the warer.of aMiRion jon; let this 'make us bring 
forth ony fruit in due ſeaſon. 'Letevery one ftrive to ſay 
_ withthe P/almift, | It is good for me thar Phave been af+ 
fli#ed.?] | O' good rod, that ferched'our the folly which was 
bound up in my:heert!:O© Far 6% ' that. drove |\met6d 
God witha Petifionmmny hand; begging the >zcbes of his 
grace ! O good reproach and affronts, that humbled mein 
the ane \and ad ine-to refle@ upon 'my wicked cour- 
fes, -and-made me eftecin Gods/fayour aboye:all things 4 
© Yood Fekreſs und; abſeaſe that Thewed ime how wile; 
poor ,and weak cremtare! I am \ bow-inconfiderable; 
mean,. and empty this worldis; 'and how: full and farisfy- 
ing God is! O good difftenyper” of body,” that promoted the 
welfare of my:ſox4.!\-In a word; © good uffiittions and di+ 
ſtreſſes,” that make me'good 4; This Tevere cotrfErhat God 
cook, was the beſt way 20:meftl'me ;- the: forms! beat me 
_ to Bore; had Thada gentler gate and fo ſailed) along:evenly 
and /moothly, 'perhaps I hiad”ſpiir upon ſome fatall:Rock, 
I had ſw»k,, andneverſeengood day-again; I had gone to 
bell, if T had had Heaven here wpon earth.” 'Itis well there 
fore forme, *thatT had ſo many-Crofles laid on me;:'O1 ir 
is well that afti&tion arreſtedime;/ elſe Thadgone\ on ſtill if 
offending Godand:my Neiglibours.;:1ſee.now-that'Þ gar 
by my /ofſes, - now I: percerve: that every. 6/ow.was but a 
kinde ftroking of me; every wound. was a bal/ome, every 
_ Judgment wasa merty, and every. aff ftion was a bleſſing. 
Leſs ſorrow-world notiferve my'turn, ac had not felc 
© mich. Therefore'welcome aMictzon,{thrice welcome 


the 
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therody.2 will ſar hedhs Kine how to goratl eroffes 
ſtnll3fet nts me, andto grow Frrrer bythe wor f.condi- 
tor, *Fwfllchear thoval: ads pip" edit; weil! 
Wer toir's voice and by, BF 
linecyes Houdtoin pony x 
leaveinyfins, ro-reperic and really 
"hu 10 9b IEOTL VI £51 30 SMUNRT Dh YOU I 
51 The third way: opfiexeBy've otght 16 evidence, RM we 
are t2ply ſenſible of the baerben of our ſens, '( namely) bya 
thorew Piformation of bot wenn " For alas! alf or monry- 
and: Teabbatjogr; | ers and faftings, -all our 
ſuorifices'an d frrajces, 2 our reking #nto God, and callini img 


_ #hbn hims; alt our promiſes nd. reſolntions fignifie nothin ; 
(asto rem ve je mdo 'without holineſs of it Joſh.7.12,13 


- af the ng of the  wiirſed amrongft-us. For 
poten y 06-4. ebis;-thae ' = rving Fiber Faſting, and be> 
wailing ofour'ſins, are not the things altimarly defigned 
mRetyion, they are in order to Somers f, = 
that is Reformation of our Ives. - Faſting is ma 
dcauſe ic may befiidfervient -andih aft Jager me- 
ditations,” to} our nearer' converſe with God, and aban- 
doningefcurluſts. ' Tr was one of Pythagoras his Symbols 
and adviſes to his diſciples, To abſtain from beans : the . 
old Philoſopher (it is thought) did not intend by'it are 
. fraining from that fort of food, "but it was myſticalf, (as. 
much of the P3thagorean Philoſophy ts) and ſienified, that 
they  ſhould*be retifed;- and keep out of: prbiick. offices ; 
for by beaxs the Magiſtrates \ were | choſen it forme parts of 
Greece; or, perhapson awthey account; (as ſome learned 
metthave'conjeRared) \Comtinence and Chaſtity were atin- 
edatihn —_— "of: 4bſeinence. (ne I am; -thar in the 
low pſb Paſtvwe" ts rdinare'ts higher” - 
_ aS1t FATS Kan Fe 'rhinde to abſtain < 160Y 
fubloufe, ſoit is very apt in-fome bedies to-promote 
piety and devotion, and therefore-it is to be uſed to ſuch 
arend as that. $0-likewiſe for Prajer-and Confeſſmg of 
our; ſins, they arc intended to renderus more holy andre- 
ligious; 'to £ompoſe our thoughts, ro elevate our ſouls ro- 
God, .andtbarwe may brearh'our. the very ſecrets of our. 


hearts before-him: *Tis piry* therefore, that theſe dnries 
ſhould. 


KA - a , 


- bould bg. 


=ted from: their gre ore and:defign;, Nay, 
praying, .and-fating, and ſeekingof God without, Refor- 
maiton, are buta taking of Gods name in vain, anda very 
mocking of him, .ſo. that when we. ſeem. to debaſe. our | 
ſelves, and appear 7 Goda, all poſtures of-humi; 


liation, -when we evefeſt Bb and pray againlt is, andyet 


liveinthe love and prattice of it ; we do inſtead of averting 
Gods judgments, pu4 them dows upon us, and 'coptinuc 
them longer amongſt us., , Be, perſwaded therefareto re- 
form your.lives, and turn unto:God in gogd earnelt ,.. do 
not onely pray but praffice, asthoſe Mariners who. cryed 
every mas to his. God,- and withall, caſt. Fonah. over-board. 
Caſt out fin, puniſh ſinners; and then the form will ceaſe. 
Let every.one reform himſelf, and endeavour to reform 


| thoſe that, are his charge; following the, example of that 


Joſh. 34. 15+ 


Eſther 4. 16. 


2 Chron. 7. 
r3,14» 


Jer, 18, 7, 8. 


Holy man, who thus zeſolved,.[:4s for,awe,. 1 and my 
houſe will ſerve the- Lord.) Likeunto which wasthe reſglu- -_ 
tion of that vertwous Woman, | 1. and my maidens will faſt 
and pray.] . So;letevery Maſter and Miſtreſs of a Family 
ſay, Iwill by Gods help ſee to wy charge, I willreforth ar 
home... This: will be -the-moſt-proper ,and;compendious 
way .to. work a. thorow amendment” in: the, whole: N'a-. 
ton, thus the good work will go on apace and cometo 
pericQion. :-.-/- - 2} >: 1 ade 
And to promote this refo-mation,. let me ſuggeſt theſe 
RR ErISUNO JOS AWE ntl 20] had tc 
... Delivexanceand mercy is promiſedto.a Nationupon 
this condition. and upon. »o ocber.,.; Thus runs thatanſwer 
of the Lord to Solomon, [ If I ſout up heaven that there be 
20 1#in, or if 1 command the locuſts.ta devonr the land, or if 
T1 ſend peſtilence among my. people If gy people which are. 
called by, my name, ſhall humble themſelves @#d-pray;\ and, 
ſech, my face, andturn.from their withed: ways +, then-will 
T hear fram braven, and will' forgive their fin,” and nll 
heal their l;ng.] Thus likewiſe you finde it in that word 
of the Lord to 'Feremiah, | At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak. 


-CONCErmINg 4 nation.and CORGCerung 4 kingdom, Fo Pluck. tp, 


and to. pull down, . and -to deſtroy 1r;; 3f-that nation againſt 
whom 1 have pronounced,- turn from their evill, . 7 will re- 
pent of the ewill that 1 thawght todo #uto thin. ]. But -- 

Ny 4 2, Pu 


eg P29] - 
© 2. Put the cafe that the P/agne be removed, -and your 
fins ffoll remain, thenT muſt tell you, rhar ſuch 4 removal 
wot a mercy, for Godnever takes away bis anger till you 
reform. He often times indeed leaves a Nation and per- 
- ſons to themſelves and to their own finfull wills and ways: 
Bur alas | there is no greater puniſhment then this, and no 
plainer ſign of Gods difpleaſure., It is fad when God 


\ 


ſpeaks untoa Land as he did of oldto F#dah, [ 4h fufall G, 1.4 5. 


Nation, a people laden with iniquity, a ſeed of evill doers, 
children that ar: corrupters, they have forſaken the Lord, 
they have provoked the holy One of Iſrael unto anger, they 
are gone away backward. | And then it follows, ['7yhy 
ſhould you be ſtricken any more?you will revolt more and more, 
the whole head is fick,, and the whole heart faint, &c.] When 
the heavieſt ſtrokes and Plagaes, when the greateſt judg- 
- ments and calamities will not amend a people, then God 
gives them over , as Phyſitians, when their patients are 
paſt recovery, permit them any thing. 

3. Puniſoments removed and your ſins ſtill remaining, 
do ſadly portenda heavyer judgment for the farare, ei- 
ther upon your bodies or your ſouls, either in cz or the 
other world. When God took away the Plagnes from 
Pharaoh, he ſent hardneſs of heart. Nay, God may re- 
move the Plague and referve you for Hel, and then you 
cannot ſay your caſe is mended. Thus every ways it is 
your intereſt to reform and break off your ſins by repen- 
rance. Every perſon is ingaged in his place and capacity to 
appear againſt Vice, and to endeavour the extirpation of 
it ;- but here the Magiſtrate in a ſpecial! manner is con- 
cerned, who is to ſee, that all 7»feed perſons be rut up. 
The Leper under the Law was to dwell alone without the 
camp, that he might not conyerſe with thoſe that were 
Whole : now I have told you , that Six is the worſt of 
Plagues and Leprofies. You therefore that are in pub- 
lick places and Offices are to ſet 4 Watch over notorious 
ſinners, that they go not abroad to infett others : if they 
break out you may ſhoot at them, if linners will be bod 
and daring, you are bound to unſheath the Sword of 7 «- 
fiiceandtrikeatthem ; as indeed thereare a ſort of hard- 
ned ſinners that ſtare 7=ſticein the face,and ſay ſheis — 
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and laugh atther $word, and make their brag. that they 
never 7-4 the edge of ir. Here you will do + pane 
them experience how-ſharp it is;, that orbers too bebolding 
the puniſhment inflicted on thems, may not preſume to glo- 
ry in their ſhame. They commonly ſay, that thoſewho- 


- Are nfetted long to infebt others ,, its certainly true of the 


contagion of ſin; wicked men cannot be conteat to diſho- 
nour God themſelves, bur they invite and inveigle others 
to do ſo too. Look well to theſe peſtilent fellows, that they 
may not /pread the contagion, and corrupt others, though 
they would. And theſe are the ways and methods whereb 

we are to diſcover how ſexſ6b{e we are of the great ſins and 
provocations of a Nation, | EFT. 

_ The third Dirc&ion for our behaviour in theſe ſad and 
calamitous times' is, that by Faithand Patience we com- 
poſe our minds and ſubmit o#r wils.unto Gods in whatſo- 
ever he ſhall be pleaſed to inflit-upon us, We muſt bear 
the indignation of the Lord, and reſign our ſelves to his 
diſpoſal], not murmuring at hzs choice for us, but conten- 
rodly tarrying his time and leiſure. We are hedgedin,, (fo 
the Scripture expreſſes affliction.) we muſt not impati- 
ently lcap over this hedg, nor make'a gap init. There 
was a certain offender doubted that he ſhould be poyſon- 
ed by Caligla, and fo drunk off a Counter-poyſon to- 
preſerveand fortifie himſelf, but the Zmperozr took the 
man up very ſmartly in theſe words, Antidotum adver/us 
Cefarem ? What! does he think to take any Antidote- 
againſt the fatal! Doſe which Ceſarshand ſhall give him ? 

Methinks God ſpeaks to us in ſome ſuch language ; What ? 
ſhall poor mortals think. to control me? can they prevent = 
that affiRtion which I have a4orted-them ? When I have 
broughtthem into ſtraits, can they by their: own power 
extricate themſelves out of them? It would better become 
them to ſir down patiently, and ſhake of that baſe ſpirit of 
fearfulneſs and i 6 ge to bear the yoak... The 
Thracians (they ſay) when the Sun burns hot uponthem, 
and ſo when it a and lightens,_ out of a kinde of re- 
venge,. ſhoot up their Arrows againſt Heaven.” And 'we 
read, that upon poxring out-of. one of the V;als , menwere- 
[corcked with great heat, and blaſphened the name of Ged,,. 


which. 


Heavenly 


. the ove of an indulgent mother towards 


Which had: power: over the Plagyes. This is the 
ſome peevitk and angry: mortals, but- if thou c 
ſelf a Chriffian, thou art obliged to be of axuhzs3 A 

de with patience and chearfulneſs whatever thy 


hearte be tronbled, (ſaid our Sawiowy to his forrowfull Di- 
ſriples) belseve in Ged, believe alſo in me.) *Tis Faith 
that muſt uphold thee and. fupport thy ſpirits, make God 
thy backer and ftrength,thy Rockand place of refuge, truſt 


in Him mow or ever. It is he that waſt give us help from 


tronble,- for vain ts the help of man, Do as Daw in his £1, 60. 14, 


diſtreſs at Ziplag, Enconrage thy ſelf in the Lord thy God. 
His Vena ates the world, - fn is not a Sparrow 
falls to the ground without his ermilhon, hes eyes ran 
therow the whole earth, he ſees and knows thy ſoul in adver- 


 fty ; thou perhaps fitteſt ſolitary, and haſt no company 


ro viſitthee, 'thou —_— adark corner, andthy 
caſe is not. known to the world, but God takes notice of 


thee, his Zye is towards thee, Bur that is not all, thou 
haſt his Zar too; thou artaſſured of this, as well as of that 


| Other Prerogative, from the.words of the Pſalmift, [The Plal. 34-15, 


eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and his ears are open 
ato their cry. ] And in another place where this Holy 
King had laid open his fad and lamentable condition, he 


at lait concludes thus, [" Lord, all my defire s before thee, pj. 38.9. 


nnd my groaning is not kid from thee. | Thou haſt Gods 
' Heart*too , he pitys thy condition, his bawels yearn to- 
-wards thee, heis afflifted in all thy affliftion, he bath the 


pity of a tender Father : but becauſe /oveand affeFion and 


kinde-heartedneſs is thought to lodg moſt of all in the other 
Parent, theretore he tells us by his mo that he hath 

er ſucking childe, 
whom ſhe then tends upon with the greateſt care and com- 
paſſion 'when ſhe ſees it is drooping and fick/y. Burt the 
mother may prove unnatural and abate of her affection and 


kindneſs to her little Infant, Yet will I not forget thee, ſaith 10, 49. 15. 
the Lord. | hen my father and my mother forſake me, then pſ1. 27, 19, 
i the Lord will take me up. ] Thatwas the holy confidence 


and affurance which the diſtreſſed P/a/m;ſ# had of Gods 


- mercy and compaſſion towards him. And it was an ex- 


E 2  cellent 


ther ſhall inflict upon thee, [Zee zor 70xr John 14. x. 


0 WE 
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C323; 


| hat Chriſt ſhould aſſume our nature, for hereby he 
[1 Heb.4- 15216. omefuch « High-prieſt as can be touched with the 
|! feeling of our infirmities. Remarkable are thoſe words in. 
; S Matthews Goſpel, taken out of the Propheſie of F/aiah 
Mar. 8. 17. concerning Chriſt, | Himſelf took onr infirmities, and bare 
Ia. 53.4- ogr fickneſſes, ] yetwas henot perſonally troubled with any 
| difeaſe, bur when he came to any lick anddiſeaſed wretches 
his manner was , by pity and ſympathy to afflit himſelf 
with their ſickneſſes , as when he viſited Lazarxs, both 
alive and inthe grave: thus he bears our ſickneſſesanddir 
ſtempers by a fellow-feeling and compaſſion. And. then 
alſo thou haſt Gods Arm under thee, to- ſupport thee in 
thy afiction; thy neighbours may ſee thee and fem tg 
thy ſad complaints, and pity thy ſadder condition, but | 
they cannot help thee to bear thy burthen, nay, they of- 
rentimes a»gment affliction by compaſſionating it ; bur thy 
God is preſent with thee to ſuccourthee, he will nor ſuffer 
1:C-1. 10,13, thee to be tempted above what thou art able, but will wth the 
temptation alſo makg a way to eſcape; that thou wayſt be able 
Plal. ,7. 24, to bear it. Though thou falleſt, thou ſhalt not-be mtteriy 
| caft down, for the Lord upholdeth. thee. with his Hand. 
Faſtly, Gods Hand is over thee to a&for thee, and indue | 
time to del;ver thee out of thy afMiGtions : to this purpoſe 
Pal 9012s. is that promiſe made to every righteous man, [He ball 
: call #pon me and IT will. anſwer him, I will be with him ip 
' trouble, Twill diliver him and honour him,.| Whith pro- 
miſe is the more remarkable at ths ſeaſon, becauſe it is the 
concluſion: of- that Pſalm which - treats wholly of Gods 
Providence over his-children in the time of che Peſtslence, 
In ſhort then, thou:haſt Gods Zye to take notice of thee, 
Gods Far to-hear thee, Gods Heart to pity thee , and 
Gods Hand and Arm to ſupport and deliver thee. thou 
haſt promiſes to live upon, which cannot be taken from 
thee, great and precious promiſes, the Angelsare promiſed 
a$thy life-guard to defend thee and pitch their tents-about 
kat; &33: thee, uponcondition, that thou ſeekeſt firſt the-hingdow 
of God and hw righteouſneſs, al{ theſe temporall things. 
which may ſerve fer thy neceſlity ſhall be added nnto thee , 
Vial. 33- 9, ifthou feareſt God, there ſhall be no mant to thce , all things 
: ; ſoall: 


mn coo -Divine-Wiſdome to this very. pur- 


Wa 


ball work, together for thy good , the Lord will be to thee @ PC41. 84. 11; 


| ſunand a ſneld, the Lord will give grace and glory, and no 

good thing will he withhold from thee, if thou walkeſt up- 

ohrly. And thewhole Ninecy firſt Pſalmis full ck 
with Promiſes, which (as 1 have intimared atready). may 
ſerye thee as Cordials to chear thee under the preſent Y5/- 
ration : Often think of, and ſupport thy ſelt with theſe 
props of comfort, often reſort to theſe wells of falvation, 
ofcen read over theſe large expreſfions of love and com- 
paſſion, place thy whole truſt and affiance in God the 


author of theſe priviledges, and the -onely Gaſony of _ 
oſe 


thy ſoul: truſt in Him and deſpiſe this vain world, w 

pleaſures. are counterfeit and: imaginary', whoſe enjoy- 
ments are momentany and unſatisfatory. 7uxrz abour 
thisG!/obe often and view it's ſeverall parts; ſurvey it but 
narrowly , and that's enough to bring thee our of love 
wich it, and to make thee deſire after Heavy, that Land 
of Promiſe, The Americans point to certain great hills, 
and tell us there it is that they ſhall be happy hereafter, 
there they ſhall wander in fine fields, take their pleaſures 
 inbrave Orchards and goodly Gardens, and there dance 
and be merry. Poor ſouls! do theſe ſexſnallexpeRati- 
ons, theſe ridiculous fopperies and deluſions chear them, 
_ and ſhall not certain joys, well-gronnded' hopes. and reall 
promiſes. make Chriſtians live chearfully , and ſmooth 
their brows in the greateſt diſtreſſes and calamities ? Look 
up then by a ſteady Faith :: This is the Chriſtian Tele- 
ſcope, hereby thou mayſt d;ſconer and plainly diſcern the 
joys 'of Heav:# and. the glory. of that other world : and 
having once taken a view of that Cel:ſtiall Canaan, thy 
ſoul will be raviſhed with ir, thy thoughts will be wholly 
placed upon it*sexcellencies, and thou wt breath out thy 
longings in ſuch language as this, Oh rakeme up tothee, or 
come -thou” down to me: thou wilt eaſily defie ſufferings, 
over-look the croſs,_truſt God for to morrow and all thy 
life, thou wilt ſing ſweetly under the greateſt diſcourage-- 
ments, and inthe cloſeſt confinements: thou wile content 
thy felt with this, that thou-art a Kings.Son and Heir to a 


Crown, though »ow-thou-art- poor and deſpiſed ,. thou + 


wilt give looſers leave to langhat thee, and quietly ſuffer 
| = | the 


2. — 


DH [134J Ab. 
-- * _ -theBedlam-worldtd rape at will, *thou wilt make thyſelf 
merry with the Feaſt of 4 yood Confeiznce,, though thy dyes 
be never- ſo -coxrſe , thou-wilt thank God for any thing, 
becauſe thou delerveſt-gorhing, thou wilt bear thy.preſeas - 
evils with:expe Ration of the promiſed good, and in all thy 
diſaſters thou wilt comfort thy ſelfthat Heaves will make 
Habak. 2. 4. amendsfor all. The juſt ſhall live by faith, ſaid the Lord 
to Habakkuk : and mark how this Prophet lived by ir, 
Habak.z 17, [| Although the' figtree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſpall fyuit 
15, be in the vines, the labour of the olive ſhall faile, 'and the 
fields ſhall yield mo meat ;, the flock, ſhall be ont off from the 
fold, andthere ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls , yet Twill ye 
Joyce in the Lord, I will joy in the Godof "7 alvarion 
the Lord God is my ftrength, &c. | Whenallthings both 
for-»eceſſity and _—_— tailed him, he wasableto /ab//f 
by a /iving faith, and this is that, by which every holy man | 
muſt-/ive and hold up in the wortd. And as the juſt muſt 
live by faith, ſo: he muſt dye-by ir £00, by this he will be 
rendered willing to depart the world, and bid his friends 
farewell, by this he may attain to old Simeon's Nancadi- 
mitts, | Now letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace : || by 
this eye of airh be may look up to Heaven , and wi 
S* Stephen, ' Behold Chriſt ſitting at the right hand o God, 
reaching out-his arms to embrace bim and take him co 
himſelf. Thus do thou a& faith, and thou mayſt live 
comfortably in an unkind: world, thou mayſt beay «p 
apainſt all the F#m that are abroad, in the abſence of 
things zemporall live 0n thoſe that are /pirirnall and erer- 
»all , open the eye of faith but wide, and thoa ſhalt ſee 
enough to comfort thee,-- Have you not read of Eljah, 
bow that he was. weary (poor man) in the wilderneſs, 
and lay down under the Juniper tree, complaining that he 
had no meat ro ear, and therefore defired God to. take 
away his life ? but the diſtreſſed Prophet rook his reſt, 
roſe up again and look*d about him, and behold! a'cake 
 andacrs/e of water, and {6 he eat and drank once and 
again, and he went in the ſtrength of it fourty days and 
nights. Zye down and +epoſe thy ſelf by faith and patience, 
and God will-provide for thee.” Sometimes the watey ts 
ſpent in the bottle, our worldly comforts are drained from 
| us, ©. 
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us, and then we. are apt with Hagar to fit down, ard 
_ - lifeup our voices and weep; as-if-we would fill the bottle 
again; -we cry and take on ſadly, [bor if it ſhall pleaſe God 
$0:ſprak to 18 from heavenand open our eyes, we may difce- 
wer a well of watey to fill the botele, ſo that oftentimes we 
havethe ſame and grearer-comforts too. Hold out there> 
fore Faith-and Patience, let us dry up our immoderate 
#?ars, Which do but” ſpoil. our fight, and hinderus from 
ſeeing our happineſs, which we may be partakers of even 
in the greateſt traits and neceſlities. 
. .-Thenext Dire#ion which may be ſerviceable unto us in 
theſe times of afMicion is, thatwe labour'to contraF our 
defires as to the enjoyments of this life, and prize Gods ble{- 
fngabove all. Whoever thou art,be of a #arr0s ſoul tothe. 
world, but enlarge it towards God :: down with thy great 
ſail, it is roo big tor thy ſmall zeſſell; and it avill make it 
ropple over ; take a peg lower, lelt you crack; ſwell not 
ſo big leſt you barſt aſander; A little would ſerve our 
turns, if we would but cb our laviſh wiſhes, and /:ſſex 
our appetites, [ 4 mans life eonſiſteth not in the abundance | uke.r2.r 57 
of the things which he poſſeſſeth, | which our Savioxy gives 
as the reaſon of his foregoing Caution, viz. [ Take heed, 
and beware of covetouſpes.)] Which warning is backt by the 
Parable of the Rich man who pulled down his barns to ſet up 
| nar whereas the foo! ( as he is there called ) might 
ave ſaved himſelf the labour of enlarging his barns, by 
contratting his covetous defires. By this excellent art of 
abaring . our extravagant appetites, and by looking up 
unto God the authour of all we have, we may moſt 
comfortably deport: our ſelves in the world. In that 
Song of Moſes, where he reckons up the ſundry mercies 
of God to the 7/raelites, it is ſaid that God _ them. 
to ſuck honey out of the Rock, and ol out of. the flinty 44 4 
xock. It m_ but $5 (and well fo) chat they received ey 
fromthe rock; this was a mercy, if not a miracle, for 
they might rather have expeted that fire ſhould have been 
firuck out: of the rock, of fline then water. I, but meer 
water with- Gods: bleſſing and a thankfull: heart is honey 
and oy/,-and this 01, like that of the #7idows , by the 
fame bl ſing ſhall be increaſed/unto.us. .' See then _ | 
WEN”. | thou 
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| 118  thoy- beeſt content with thy condition, 


F neverſolictle,” draw' thy defires into @ narrow-compals, 
14.18 bur enlarge thy heartin praiſing of God. | The Childres 
"i  -._ that yefwfed the portion | and proviſion of the Kings 
1a Dan.u,'s rs, eats and fed on pulſe and water were fatter and fairer 
if © 2-3* then all thoſe which did eat of the Kings food. You ſee 
"th - what Gods bleſſing could effteR with the conr/eſt fare; 
it | and it can do as much in the war: of all food. -_JIf Go 

takes away our meat hecan take away;our ſtomachs alſo, 

as a Holy wwnan and Martyr once comforted her felf. 
| One way or other Gods Providence will ſuſtain us here , 

and ſeethat we be recompenſed hereafter. . Poor Laza- 
131 y15 lay at the Rich mans Gate, craving but the crambs 
iz that fell fram his table, but thoſe, even thoſe were deny- 
iy ed him : bad the Chari come our and ſeen him lying 
| before his houſe, ir is likely he would have ſet his dogs 
upon him, to worry the poor cripple, but thoſe bruus 
belike were friendly to him, and licked hs ſores , he re- 
ceived a kindneſsfrom the dogs, when he could have none 
from their Afafter. - But ſtay awhile, and you ſhall ſee 
Lazarus his condition much mended, his /o«/ is carried 
hence by a convoy of good Angels, arid the Rich maxs 
affrighted ghoſt is ſnatched away bya black guard of De- 
vils, Lazarus was not thought worthy to /ye anger the 
Rich mans table, but nowhe is takeninto Abrahams bo- 


Pſal. 37.37, [ Mark, the perfett man and behold the npright, for the 
33. end of that man ts peace : but the tranſgreſſours ſhall 

be deſtroyed together, the end of the wicked ſpall be 

ent off. | | 

| 6-4 duty that T muſt dire you unto, and deſire 

you tobe fervent in, is Seeking of God by Prayer. This 

is ſeaſonablear all times, but zow more eſpecially ;n the 


importunity make our addreffes at the Throne of Grace, 
then when we are.in the jaws of death, and are like to be 
fwallowed xp hourly ? W hen rhou canſt do nothing elſe, 
chou'mayR pray and cry mightily unto God 1n behalf of this 
diſtrefſed Land. Oh labour to extort mercy from 


% 


| though it be ne- 
[118/18 ver ſo poor, ſit-down and give.chanks though thou haſt 
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ſem, So true is that of -the Sweer Singer of Iſrael, - 


eedfull time of trouble. When ſhould we with greater 


God + 


us ep 
y; - 


; _ 
| « © Godibya holy violence; 'dothou” (with-Aloes) and; in 
| thi! gap; and turn away Gods wrath, take this holy cen- 
fer of Prayer, and* (with Aaron)-ſftand between the living | 
andthe dead. © God wour refuge-and"ftrength, a very pre> pr.1, 46. x 
ſent help in time of trouble. © And'to God the Lord belong Pal. 68. 20, 
che-iſſnes from death. To him therefore do thou lift up | 
thy ſoul, begging earneſtly that He would. fir thee for | 
rroable, ſorrow-and fickneſs, that he would. fregthen Pl. 41. 3. 
thee pon the bed of fanguiſbing, and make all thy bed in thy 

fckneſs; (then be: ſure *rwill be ſoft 'and eaſe). that-he.pgy, 39. ro. 
would remove his ſtroke (or Plague) away from thee, and 

from the place where thou liveſt. 7s any among you af- James 5. r3. 
flited ? let him pray. This is S* Fames his Carholicen or 
Univerſall remedy, this is that powerfull key which here- 
 tofore hath opened the windows of heaven, and made a pa/- 

ſage from the belly of the whale, and this is the key which 

ſtill opens the doors of mercy. - Open therefore with Prayer 

in the morning, and ſont up withiit in the evening ; have 

frequent recourſe to him that heareth prayers, make thy 

complaint ro God when none elſe will hear it, ſend up 

ſtrong crys and groans-to Heaven, and be ſure to re- 

member this, that *cisnot flwency but fervency, *tis not 

eloquence but importunity, "tis not many words but the 

Spirit which God moſt minds and will anſwer thee for. 

To Szpplication thou muſt add Thaxkggiving : bleſs God 

therefore for this ſparing thee and this Land fo long; 

bleſs God this ſad ſeaſox that thou enjoyeſt avy mercy: it 

is Gods goodneſs, parience-and long ſufferance that we 

are engaged unto for ſo loyg a reſpite and freedom from the 

Peſtil:nce. Tt is many years ſince this noiſome diſeaſe hath 

made any conſiderable'inroads upon us, and now that it 

is broken' out' amongſt us, thoſe. of you. (my Beloved) 

who by divize providence watching over you, are wholly 
ſhielded-and ſecured from this. grievoms Plagueand Sick- 

eſs, ſo thatit neither touches you nor your Relations, . 

thoſe of you (I fay,) are more efpecially bound to praiſe 

and: magnifie (the ſingular goodneſs of God. And you 

have all of -yo# without 45ſtin&ion abundant cauſeto praiſe 

andextoll the Lord of heaven and earth, that though the 


Plagne walks through your ſtreets, and poverty like its 
| | F companion 


- 
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companion goes along with ir, yet he hath not wholly ta- 


- ken 


away bis mercies from you, - The. generality .of per 
ſons dn this placeareas healthfull yow as heretofore, The 
ſtaff of bread is not broken... God: crowns the year with his 
goodne(5,; dud makes hu. paths drop-fatueſs. Bur be thy 
caſe never ſo mean; be thou and thine reduced to neyer 
ſo great ſtraits, be thy condition worſe then I ean expreſs, 
thou haſt ſtill reaſon to ;/pras/e God. He hath not dealt 
with thee after thy fins, #0r rewarded thee according -to. thy 


- iniquities{ \\Thou art not worthy of the-/zaff mercy, . thou 


Pſal, 9. 10, 


2 C0Or. 1 10. 


deſerveſt: nothing. at Gods hands-but Hel/ ,. and there- 
fore thank God heartily that he hath not cruſhed thee 
to pieces, ' and cauſed the pit to ſont its. month up- 
op thee> [ts 1) ren FIC 
- "The xext thing I would commend unto you for the up- 
holding of vous tiritoin ſad times is, that ( in imitation 
of the beſt and holieſt feryants of God) you would make 
w/e of farmer experiences. Remember the days of old,” look 
back and conſul. the mercies you have received hereto- 
fore. Do.you not obſerve, . that inthis time of Sickpe/7 


perſons. ask after the old; Plagwe-water, the antient Anti- 


dotes and Ele&wnaries uſed in former years of Contagion ? 
Ler us in like manner call to'minde thoſe former gracioms 
Inſtances and Experiments of Gods loying kindnels to us. 
Oh taſte and ſee that God. ts good Labour to regain that 
excellent rafte. and re/{;ſe, which you once had upon your 
fouls, . | They: that kyow thy #ame\ will put cheiy truſt in 
thee, ]. ſaich the P/almiſt. Your experimentall _ 
and obſervation of divine goodneſs in times paſt ſhould 
be uſedasan argument to. induce you to truſt in God for 
the futare... S0.1t was in S* Parts Logick,, [ Who delever- 
eds from fa great .a arath,' «1d doth deliver, in whomiwe 
rruft thas he will jet detevey ms.  AS\thereare ſome who 
have nothing co. live upon theſe ſad times but whar they 
have laid up before ;; ſo let me deſire-you in axother and 
better ſenſt to ſpend naw upon the fkeek,, that is,, remember 
how good Ged hath been to you, -anddo not; lopk upon the 
mercies already received, as [6 many 1ad omens and fore- 
runners of your ruine,, but rather ay pledges and earneſts 
of greater bleſſings. 
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Andes you muſt #bk backward nts Gods former mes" 


* cies, 10-lok forward, and'prepare'for further affiitions. 


Lay in yeta /arger ffock, thou wilthave need of it a// when 
thouart jick and int ſoxrow :_ Provide then for affliction by 


| meditating on- it before hand, make it'now familiar to thy 


thoughts, and fo itwill be entertained with contentment 
when it comes. Ask thy ſelf thus, How ſhould T bear ir, 
if God ſhould caſt me on a bed of ſickneſs? What if 1 
ſhould go down the wind, if my credit ſhould crack and 
my friends fail me? What if God ſhould take all my out- 
ward enjoyments from nie, Aripping me naked and turn- 
ingme ſo into the wideworld? I have received good things 
at Gods hand, how ſhall I do to receive evi/! things ? 
Thus by putting theſe: demands to thy own ſoul, 0, by 
colyerking (as1t were) with the croſs, thou doeft rake 
it up by lictle and little, thou boweſt thy neck, 'and fitteſt 


' it for the yoak. - Oh then fail nor'to 'par/y thus with'affli- 


on at a diftance; for thou knoweſt- not how foon ic may. 
enter thy doors, break, into thy family, and'lodg with thee 
and thize whether thou wilt of no. Prepare for Gods 
hand, provide for thy departure, think that thou heareſt 
thoſe words. ſpoken to thee which were once to Hezr- 


kiah, [Set thy honſe in order, for thou muſt dye: | Be not 16, 38. r; 


afraid to take Death by the cold hand, and go along with 
him, and he downin the duft. FOR LNG) 
- Being prepared for the worſt thou needeſt not fear any 
thing. Falk in Gods wayr, ati they will be thy guard 
and ferzrity, God will prozefF thee in doing his work. 


Truſt in the Lord and do good, ſo ſhalt thou dwell inthe pal. y7.3,34. 


Lind, and verily tho ſhalt be fed. Wait on the Lord and 
keep his way, and he ſhall exalt thee to inherit the Land : 


He fhall give his Angels charge over thee tp keep thee in all Pl. 91. 11, 


thy ways. But then thy ways muſt be Gods way,or elle that: 
promiſe of being in the cuſtody of Angels doth not concern 
thee. Be about thy Mafers buſineſs, and he will look to 
thy maintenance. And befide our general Calling as we 
are Chriſtians, thereare particular Callings and Places, in 


which we are fet and niuſt ſerve our Maſter in; | Let x Cor, 7. 20+ 


every may abide in the ſame calling wherein" be was called. 
This was an' Apoftolical rule and command, and it hofds 
F 2 now 
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rowds weltas in Pawlrtime ;- for we//erve God by being 
diligent in our ſecul ar affairs,; by fartbfulneſs in.our-ſeve- 
ral vocations and profeſſions. The Magiſtrate is:to keep: 
his ſtation, and- ain that-hgher ſphear in which God 
hath ſer him ; this will yield him comfort when God fhall. 


' pleaſe to call for him hence, that he is found doing his. 


Lords work. The Miniſter bath his place and peculiar 
calling, andit will be well for him to be found inthe faith- 
full diſcharge of it : as that good Biſhop made. anſwer, 
-when he was deſired onceto return home as he was going 
to Preach, 7+ beſt becomes a Biſhop to dye Preaching, An 

it was thelike pious wiſh of S*;Ang«ſtine,. that when Chriſt 
ſhould come, he might be foundeither Praying or Preach- 
ing. The Tradeſman too, and every one whom God hath 
ſer in any lawful employment for the uſe of men muſt be 
diligent in it; and as it'is-a known Maxime among(t them, 
[Keep your ſhops, and your ſhops will keep you, ] ſoitis true 
in a higher ſenſe, if they be careful in their callings, that 
carefulneſs. will prove their guard: and proteftion. In a. 


. word, every one in his own Orb wherein Divine Provi- 


dence hath. placed him, ;muſt wove, fine and a& wich all his 


- might. This is Chriſtianity,. and this will convey a bleſſing 


unto thee. . AZoſes-put his band into his boſom, and when 
he took it our, it was leprous as ſnow, Let me apply it - 
thus, the ſloathful man that (as Solomon ſets him forth). 
hideth his hand in his boſom, may juſtly fear that ſome cox- 
tagious diſeaſe, ſome Plague may. light-ppon him. This 
lite,is a warfare, we are like to meet with: many hard/vips 
and dangers, many a- by«ſs and skirmiſo ;. but as. we are 
ſpiritual: ſouldiers we muſt not dare to leave our ſtation, 
or quit the ground our great General hath fetus in. No, 
no, if weare ſzot in Gods. ſervice we can. not ſuffer, if we 
are takes off by the Arrows of the Almighty:, our end will 
be unſpeakably comfortable, if we: are. ſnatched. away 
with the common calamity., even then we are ſafe and ſe- 
cure. T he righteous periſheth, ſaith the Prophet, (he may 
ſeem in the eye of man to fare very ill, but he adds)- 7he 
righteous is taken away from the evil to come, be ſball enter 
into peace. | Come my. people, enter thou imo thy Chambers 
ana [out thy doors about thee.;, hide thy {elf as it were for 4 
| little 
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little moment untill the indignation. be over-paſt.] The de- 
Lge is approaching, and' ſo the righteous are taken into 
the Ark, they are locked up ſafe there, andthe floud ſhall 
notcome nigh them. The form is coming, and ſo the Bees 
haſten to.their h;ve. God plucks his out of the fire, and ir is 
no wonder, if in that plackzng they have a little wrench and 
pais ; ſuch painis the greatelt coprreſfie, for they are ſnatch- 
ed from future dangers, and ſecured from national catami- 
ties; No evill ſhall befall them, no Plague ſhall come nigh 
their dwelling, no Plagne that hath evil with it, they ſhall | 
be freed from: whatſoever :there is of judgment in the 
Rroke. There was a great deal of difference” between the 
death of Sampſon and the Philiſtin:s,though they periſhed 
 withthe fall of the ſame hoyſe. Gods children may dye of 

the: Plague, but that Plague is not ſent as a c#r/e but a 
bleſſing, tor it oy their graces, prepares them for 
heaven and inhanſes their reward, it carrys them from an 
evil andunkind world tothe company of Saints and Angels, 
from a Priſon to a Palace, froma wilderneſs to a Paradiſe, 
from a valley of tears ro a moxnt of joy. Thus it ſhall go well 
with thee. (oh Chriſtian) whatſoever ſort of death thou 
meeteſt with, the Bell that rolls for thee is butto call thee 
tothe Church triumphant , thy triends that weep, if they 

' conſider aright what they do, grieve and lament that zhey 
cannot. go along with thee ,, and thou mayſt be comforted 
by thatrevenge which is done upondeath, [0h death 7 will Hof. 14. 14. 

« bethy. Plagues, oh grave I will be thy deſtruttion.] 

But then remember on the other ſide, how fad and mi- 
ferable itis to dye inthe commiſſion of ſin, andare there 
not many perſons that inſtead of being employed in Gods 
work, are wholly taken up with the Devils, and go out 
of the world in that employment ? Have you not heard of - 
ſome-that have /wors out of the world in exceſſive drink, 
they being (in the worſt ſenſe of all) dead drunk, ? Was 
not Sexacherib ſlain when he was worſhipping in the houſe ; Kings 19. 
of Ni/roch his god? Have not ſome wretches been ſeized 3; 
on and apprehended. by death, in the very acts of unclean- 
neſs and Jooſe de bauchery? How fad muſt their condition 
be which thusleave this world and appear in another ? How 


| ſeared and affrighted are their ſouls intheirentrance into 
pp RE WE + | that 
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that-other fate? This ſhould make all perſons, eſpecially 
oo _—_ 


- 


now at this ſeaſon, to be careful over their ways, that C 
or. xrrons may not arreſt them in the commilſien of ſin, 
and ſotheir caſe be unſpeakablyforlorn : this ſhould make 
us all faichful in our general and particular callings, -thar 
our Lord when he comes may find' us doing his will, and: 
then in what maner ſorver he comes we ſhall be ſafe. _ 
More particularly , to reach thy cafe, whoſoever thou 
art that haſt or ſhalt have che hand of God upon thy body, 
and ſo art ſhut »p and hindred from commerce with the 
world , my Dire#ios to thee is, that thon converſe more 
immedaatly with Gog, when thou arr kept from the ſocie- 
ty of me. Thouart Gods priſoner : He hath ſhut thee up, 
and though thou art never to cloſely confined , he can /er 
in his Holy Spirit to thee,and ler ont thy fervent prayers to - 
Him. Chrift Jeſus will come and vifir thee when thou 
art a/oxe, when lovers ahi friendsfſtand aloof off, and thy 
neareſt relations hide themſelves. This is an unſpeakable 
happineſs, that thou haſt a God to goto, who 1s a rock 
and place of refuge, who will never fail thoſe that pur their 
truſt in him. When, like Dame!l, thou artſhutup, make 
thy prayers to God, ſpread thy ſupplications before him, 
for thou art not'out of Gods hearing, In the want of all 
temporal enjoyments, ſeek after thoſe which are 4iv5»e and 
heavenly. Let the ſenſe and feeling of Gods love to-thee, 
and the comfortable witneſs of thy own conſcience, make 
thee joyful in the midſt of all difcouragements.' Ler it nor 
trouble thee, thar'thou aft ſeparated from thy friends and 
acquaintance, ' It is not long before we muſt all take leave 
one of another, and be aut #p in our Coffins. The enjoy- 
ments of this world cannot long endure,and therefore dote 
not ſo upon them, as to be utterly dejected when thou - 


art cut ſhort of them: if thou art impriſoned by Provi- 


dence, undergo thy reſtraint patiently, and do not, like 
children, cry to go abroad. If thou converſeſt with God 
and thy own heart, thou wilt not be ſo cager after other . 

company, | Ea Rs TRI 
' Another Dire&0x (but more large) is this, 'thatin this 
time of danger you uſe ſuch means and ſecondary helps as 
Providence hath approved of, bur that you do — in 
| them, 


_ 
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them. We muſt not be diſobedient to Gods order and ap- 
pointment, what he hath rad: we may lawfully make 
uſe of, but then we muſt bega bleſſing of God and leave 
the ſucceſs to him. King A/a did otherwiſe and was bla- 


 medfor it, namely, that-when he was diſeaſed be ſonght not 2 Chron. 16. 


'to the Lord, but to phyſitians. Thou mayft repair to the 
Phyfitian, but remember that thou ſeekeft ro God firſt and 
beg geſt his bleſſing chiefty; for itis only under the condu&t 
of Divine Providence, that thoſe outward means and ſap- 
plies, hops and medicines do take effet. 

And fo likewiſe if you have any thoughts of changing 
your place, and flying from the danger , be ſure to rake 
God along with you. This the very Heathens were care- 
full of, who thought themſelves ſafe where ever they 
zourneyed, fo they carried their gods along with them. 

Thus they tell us of e/£xeas, that when Troy was on 
fire, he was no leſs mindtul. of reſcuing his howſhold 
o0ds , then of bringing away his 0/4 decrepsd fathcy on his 
back ; you muſt think he reckoned ſo [ry and vene- 
rable a load as his beſt proteion, and that which would 
ſerve to' lighten his future calamities. And ſhall I add 
what ſome have conjectured concerning Rachels ſtealing 
her Fathers Images, viz. That ſhe was ſomewhat infe&ted 
with the 1dolatry of Labars family, and ſo being to leave 
Padan-Aram, (he would rather rob her Father then go 
wi:hout- thoſe little Aſowerable and ( nardian gods. Asfor 
thee, if thou intendeſt co ſhift chy place, forget not to take 
the God of thy fathers along with thee, even the great God 
of heaven andearth.. Be ſure that thou flyeſt not away from 
the Town where Infe&ion is, that thou mayſt fin wore /e- 
carely in another place : remember God ſees thee, and 
can.ſend his flying arrows after thee,though thou doeſt im- 
mure thy ſelf ziever ſo cloſely. Rather make thy peace 
with God, and *get the blood of Zeſws the Lamb of God 
{prinklcd upon thy ſoul hat ſo the deſtroying Angel may pafs 
over thee: where ever thou art make « 5 woſt High thy 


I2, 


confidence , ſo. thow ſhalt be beſt ſecured. _ | Thos wilt 1, 16. 4,4. 


keep him in perfett peace whoſe minde « ſtayed on thee,becauſe 
he tiuſted inthee. Truſt ye in the Lord fo ever , for in the 


Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. ] X 
| ut 


— 
A ——_ —— _ 


% 


£44] 


But though thou art.free thy ſelf;by' Gods great good-. 


neſs, from the grievous diſtemper , yet forget not to {5m- 
- pathize with-thoſe of thy. brethren on whom Gods hand is 
|: , let thy bowels yearn attheir ſad diſtreſſcs,, and 
make them the objects of thy greateſt compaſſion. .[0h 
that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain +4 tears, 
that I might weep day and night for the ſlain of the daughter 
of my peopl: !] This was che wiſhot chat compaſſionate 


Prophet , do thou likewiſe weep with thoſe that weep , and 


make thy ſelf a partaker in their miſery by pitying of 
them -- go into the how/e of mourning , and now if ever lay 
aſide thy looſer ſports and jollities ; .this is nota time for 
immoderate mirth, which may both make thee forget thy 
ſelf and the ſad condition ofthy brethren. Mark therefore 


- that woe which is pronounced againſt the wanton 7/+ac+ - 


Amos 6.1, 3, {ites, and I fear itreaches to many in our days; Fo to them 
4, 526, that are at eaſe in Siomn--ye that put far away the evill day; 
that lie upon beds of Ivory, and ſtretch themſelves upon their 
couches, and eat the lambs of the flock, and the calves out of 
the midſt of the ſtall , that chant tothe ſound of the widl, and 
invent to themſclves inſtruments of muſick like David (but 
not to ſuch holy purpoſes as He did) that drink, Wine in 
bowls, and annoint themſelves with the chief oyntments,, but 
they are not greived for the affiifttuon of Toſeph: And take that 
which follows, Therefore now ſhall they go captive with the 
firſt that go captive: and the banquet of them that ſtretched 
themſelves ſhall be removed. If any perſons before others 
_ feel the ſevere hand of God upon them, theſe are 
they. | 
The next Dire&zon which I think will be hugely ſeaſo- 
nable at preſentis, that we now aft all our graces more vi- 
gorouſly then ever, and ſtir up the gift of God Which is in 
4s. For times of diſtrels and caſamity willtry us : now 
Epheſ.5.16. we ſhall be called forth todo and ſuffer. Let us then Walk. 
circumſpetty., not as fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time 
becauſe the days (we hve in) are evil. Now we muſt take 
double money in our hands, our ordinary care will not ſerve 
the turn , now. we.have much work to do , and our'time 
wherein we ſhould diſpatch ir is uncertain, we carry our 
lives in our hands, and therefore let us think that the ad- 
| | . - vice 
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vice of the Rojall Preacher is more eſpecially directed to: þ 
every one of us at preſent. [ zFhatfoever thy bend findeth ro Eccle. g. 16, - 
do, do it with thy might, for there ts no work, nor device, nor | 
knowledg, nor wiſdome in the grave. whither 'thon go-ſt. ] 
Now then you ought to be on your gaurd, your /oynes mui 
be girt about, and your lights barning, as ſervants atten- 
ding their Maſter's buſineſs, ready to doany thing that he 
ſhall enjoynthem. Now you had need exhort one another 
aaily while it 65 called to day ,, now muſt you look narrow- 
ly after the concerns of your ows /opls, and do what you 
can by ſober advice and councel, by exhortation and Bro- 
cherly reproof, by a holy and exemplary life ro make your 
neighbours better. zhar maner of perſons ought you to be , Per. ;. 11, 
in all boly converſation and Godlineſſe'? Let me under this 
Direftion leave with you but theſe fouy words, which are 
the abridgment of what I have ſaidalready, 
. 1. Converſe with God more vigorouſly then ever, 
wnite your forces , and wreſtle ſtrongly with Him , till you 
prevail for yoxr ſelves,for this ſinful Lind, for this diſtreſſed 
Town, 2. Dilingage your affeions more reſolvedly 
from the world : you ſeethe vanity of it daily, you have . 
freſh experiences of the uncertaimy ofall creature com- 
' forts, let your hears betaken off from them even whi- 
leſt you do poſſeſs them, and be readyto pay: with them. 
3. A& Faith more ſtrongly, and truſt on God when the 
world fails you. 4. Walk more warily and ſtritly in 
your lives, throw not away your time fo vainly as hereto- 
fore, be more ſober and watchful, minding the welfare of 
your or# ſonls, and calling upon others to ſerve God and . 
credit the Chriſtian RN by a holy life. A co the ut- 
moſt of your power in the place God hath ſet you, be not Gal. 6. 9. 
weary in well doing, for in due ſeaſon you ſhall reap if you 
aint not. 
Andlaſtly, to-draw to a concluſion, whenir ſhall pleaſe 
God in much mercy ro remove the preſent P/agze and 
judgment from this Towr, remember thar you fairhfully 
keep thoſe vows and promiles which you made unto God in 
the day of your fears anddiſtreſſes, [Call pox me (faith pal 50. 5. 
God) in the day of trouble and I will deliver thee, and thou 
. ſhalt glorifie mz. See then that ” glorifie God by walk- 


| ing 


| Plal. 76.12. 


[45]. 
ing anfiverably to rhe mercies and deliverances vouchſafed 
to you, Vow and: pay. unto the —_— God. When you 
are taken out of the Fxrrace of affii&tion, do not return to 
your former hardveſs and inflexibleneſs. If you have laid, 
aſide your' fins in your affliction, do not afterwards take 
themup again when the afMlition is removed.. Do not as 
Pharaoh a, who cryed our to have the Plagzes taken 
away, and wichal acknowledged his (in, and asked forgive- 
neſs, and made large promiſes of amendment, but when his 
requeſt was granted, he hardned his heart, and returned co 
his former wickedneſs, * Twas a bad requiral Noah made 
for his eſcaping the flood, tobe drowned atterwards in wine. 


' *Twill be ſad.for thee,if thy reſolutions of living well endat 


laſt in forgetfulneſs of God, and diſbononring of: his Name by 
by a molt ſcandalous life. - Think of it well chen,and be ſin- 
cere and cordial in thy purpoſes, and if (with Hezeksah) 
thou haſt years added to thy life, add likewiſe to thy pro- 
miſes and reſolves a holy and blameleſs converſation. If 
God-ſhall in love to-thy ſoul deliver it. from the pit of corru- 
pt50n, do thou ſhew thy ſelf thankful unto him, by watk- 


Pſal. 66. 12, 5g 4n newneſs of life. If God ſhall bring thee out into a weal- 


13; 14. 


thy place, then pay the vows which thy lips have mtered,and 


- thy mouth hath ſpoken when thou waſt iy trouble. If the Lord 


hath heard thy voice and ſupplications,. when the ſorrows 
of death compaſſed thee, and thou didft finds trouble and ſor- 
7ow ; If he hath delivered thy ſoul from death, thine eyes 
from tears, and thy feet from falling, break forch into the 


Pc 16.9,1, Pſalmits profeſſions of love and duty to God for his de- 
13,14,17,18..liverance, [ 7 will. walk before the Lord in the land of the 


—_— 
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kvins. What (ball Trender unto the Lord for all hu ben:fits 
towards me? I will take the cup of ſalvation, and call upon 


the name of the Lord.. I will offer to thee the ſacrifice of 


thanſgiving---T will pay my vows unto the Lord now in the 


wroxry of all his people. ] Of'the ten-Lepers which were 


aled by our Savionngthere was but oze of them returned 
rogive thanks unto-Him.. Weare greedy of mercies,. but 
w backward are we to acknowledg the receipt of them, 


_—— andto walk worthy of them? But ler us now art length be- 


think our ſelves of our duty, and reſolve to put our re/o- 


Johs 5:14. /uttons.into ation :. | Sin no more, leſt a worſe. thing come 
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#ato thee. } - This was the. advice of that great Spiriewal 
Phyſitsan, thus: runs his Bill for that man whom he had 
formerly healed of a bodily &ſeaſe. Oh! let us have a care 
of a Relapſe , for that will prove unſpeakably dangerous 
and deſtructive to us. . * Twas a (ad aggravation of the 1 
xaclites ſins, ( acknowledged by the Lewires in their So- 


lemn Confeſſion) that after they had reſt, they. did evil Neh. g. 8: 


again _— God. Sins committed after great mercies,are of 
a Crimfon dye, and are beyond meaſure ſinful :- theſe do 
cauſe the fwlleſt vials of Gods wrath to be poured down 
upon us; ifthere be any ſins that eſcape puniſhment, to 
be ſure theſe arenot they, as it follows in that place betore- 
named, {| Therefore lefteſt thou them in the hand of their 
enemies. | Thoſe Cities, Towns and Families which are, 
or ſhall be delivered from the »oz/om Peſftilence, may very 


firly take up the. words of - Zzra, [ After all that is com? Ezra 9.1 3;14 


upon ms for our evil aveds,. and for our great treſpafs; ſeeing 
that thou our God haſt puniſhed us leſs then our iniquities 
deſerve, and haſt given us ſuch deliverance as this, ſhould 
we again break thy Commandments, and joyn in affinity with 
the people of theſe abominaticns, wouldſt thou not be angry 
with us till thou haſt conſumed us, ſo that there: ſhould be no 
remnant #or e{caping ? Yea, the Rod ſhall go about again, 


the ſeverities of Gods vengeance ſhall over-take us, God Ifa. 28.17,19s: 
will lay judgment to the line, and righteouſneſs to the plum- 19,21. 


met,. and the hail ſhall ſweep away the refuge of lyes—and 
Jour covenant with death ſhall be diſannulled, and your 
agreement with hell ſhall not ſtand; when the overflowing 
ſconrge ſhall paſs thorow, then ye ſhall be trodien down by it, 
from the time that it goeth forth it ſhall take you, for morn- 
ing by-morning it hall paſs over, by day and by night, and it 
Joall be a vexation onely to underſtand the report : for the 
Lord ſhall riſe up as in mount Perazim, he ſhall be wroth as- 
in the valley of Gibeon, that he may do his work, his ſtrange 
' work, and bring to paſs his att, his ſtrange att, ] God will 
not-ſpare,' neither will he. bave pity, . but he will recom-- 
pence our ways upon our heads : He hath variety of pu- 
niſhments, he hath a fore-hoyſe of judgments, he hath a 
bundle of rods, he hath ſeveral vials of wrath, and he will: 
pour them a/tout upon an ungrateful,faithſeſsand JR_—_ 
people. . 
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